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   Editorial 
 
Ah well!!, lockdown again, does not make a lot of difference for me as I’m pretty inactive at 

the best of times, I suppose most of you are tearing your hair out by now, not that a lot of you 

vintagents have much, but I still do. 
 

Without any modelling meeting activity in the near future, copy for our magazine is going to be 

a bit sparse. This where I launch another appeal for articles on any subject you like, without 

your input the magazine will consist of old reprints and whatever I can think of. Memory lane 

is a source for subject matter so put your thinking caps on and come up with something, Please. 

Pictures and/or articles of winter builds are another possibility. 
 

This issue we start off a report on one of the BMFA 7th Area events, namely Beaulieu reported 

by our chairperson Tony Shepherd. I visited the old airfield once, it has vast areas of gorse 

interspersed with clearings and the old runways. I’m baffled as to how the regulars know where 

to fly from to land in suitable places for recovery, but they do. It is a pleasant place to be on 

a nice summers day amongst the ever present ponies, model flying is a bonus. 
 

I’ve purloined a couple of bits of Pylonius for this xmas issue, the extra one being from the 

1996 December issue of Aeromodeller. 
 

As I promised last issue there is a couple of pages with the excess pictures from coupe Europa 

reports. I’ve listed the source photographers but due to duff housekeeping I cannot attribute 

pictures to picture takers. My apologies to the photographers. 
 

My contributions this issue are, first another of my historic pieces from the old paper back 

Clarion of David Baker’s days, followed up with a memory lane piece on models I have lost. 

Thinking back on models of the past, the only ones that I seem to able to recall the fate of are 

the lost ones. There are many many models I recall flying, right back to all sheet own design 

jobs in my control-line beginnings, but no recollection of their fate. My first engine, an ED Bee, 

did sterling service but where it went I have no idea. So much for good memories. 
 

In search of xmas fare I have extracted a canard version of the ‘Ebenezer’ by Jim Fullerton 

from Aeromodeller December 1966. I am not sure if anyone might be tempted to build one. 

The little tiny Cox .010 might be a stumbling block. It might be a better idea to upscale the 

model to .5cc or even .049. 
 

Nick Peppiatt has deviated from his norm to get us back to basics with a full description of 

carving a balsa propeller. I have carved one or two in the past but my results are a bit grim. If 

I need a prop these days I contact Spencer Willis and he will supply a masterpiece at a modest 

cost. Beautiful wood, glass coated with bamboo edged blades. I have one absolute beauty for 

my Jaguar awaiting fitting after the next breakage of the much repaired prop currently fitted. 
 

I came across an aerofoil article so I’ve slipped in a sheet of some of the standard types that 

we use. Point of note, someone, whom I do not recall, told me that the upper profile of the old 

faithful RAF 32 is good for indoor model wing ribs. 
 

A Tatton Park Timperley report by Gerry Ferer is probably the last on competition activities 

for the foreseeable future. I cannot see the covid situation review on Dec 3rd being helpful. 
 

Our Archivist Roy Tiller provides yet more snippets from some of the lesser known magazines 

on aeromodelling subjects. He must do a lot of bedtime reading. 
 

Finally our secretary Roger Newman wraps up this year with his notes and his plan selection 

for the Models of the Month. 

              Editor  
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  7th. Area, Beaulieu      -        Tony Shepherd 

 

 
 

7th Area Meeting at Beautiful Beaulieu 
 

The forecast of winds from the North at 10mph gusting up to around 20mph were only right 

from the point of view of the direction and it actually turned out to be a rather nice day for 

the final Area Meeting of this much reduced year at Beaulieu. 
 

Just five of the regulars made the trip to fly in the comp classes, whilst Roger Newman took 

control, David Etherton trimmed and John Coxall spectated. 
 

Roy Vaughn and David Cox had a go at SLOP. 

Dave managed a couple of maxes but unfortunately dropped his middle flight however this was 

still quite an achievement given that one of his knees is probably going to have surgery on it 

and his walking is very painful - the result of a fall whilst trimming earlier in the year. 

Roy had much less success when his model piled in on its first flight. He was going to save the 

day by using the visit for some F1J trimming but the complicated bits weren’t working properly 

so he spent rest of the day timing for the other flyers. 
 

 
Dave Cox readies his SLOP model 

whilst timekeeper, Roy Vaughn, watches having lent Dave his starting gear! 
 

Peter Hall flew a Buckeridge Rubber job in Mini Vintage but his “No mistakes” culture deserted 

him. He made a max on the first flight despite a dreadful flight pattern, but flight No2 saw 

the model pile in very early on, breaking the prop and that was his day over.  

 

Ray Elliott flew his electrified Tom Smith “Nig Nog” in Combined Electric. Despite persisting 

with a flight pattern that saw the model turn left at the top of the climb and roll over on its 

back prior to stalling down for much of the glide, he still managed two maxes and a 2’ 14” (which 

subsequently turned out to have won him the class). 
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With his comp flights complete he made a minor trim change which sorted out everything - 

let’s hope it stays like that over the winter! 
 

 
Peter Hall Winding for his second mini vintage flight which piled in 

 

  
         Ray Elliott and electric Nig Nog waiting for the air       Tony Shepherd’s E30 Fly-Off launch 
 

In E30 Tony Shepherd was Crookham’s representative. Three maxes were achieved, one very 

comfortable and two a bit close for comfort but they still managed it. Fly off time provided 

the best weather of the day and a launch into a lull combined with a small but noticeable 

temperature jump saw Tony’s best climb of the day. This was followed by a super glide with 

the little model continuing to climb. The breeze took it on its way until it went OOS at 4’ 06” - 

fortunately a 4’30” DT had been set and the model was heard down safely by the loss of the 

signal from the tracker. The retrieve was proceeding well until the signal was suddenly lost but 

a text message was subsequently received from a couple who’d been out walking and picked up 

the model and taken it back to their house a couple of miles from the airfield so collection was 

arranged for the journey home. It turned out that the lady’s father used to be a model flyer 

in Minnesota in the 1950’s. 
 

And that was the end of the 2020 competition season at Beaulieu. 

             Tony Shepherd 
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Extracts from Model Aircraft May 1952 

 
Burnt  Of fer ing 
Most laymen, I suppose, associate the term “D.T”  with the palsied after-effects of a “lost weekend.” To us aeromodellers, however, 
the term has a more pleasant significance; denoting, as it does, an agreeable decline in the weekend losses of models. 
For this happy state of affairs our thanks are due to that anonymous but time-honoured genius who first tried dabbing a little, 
saltpetre on the tail of his wayward model. Little did he perhaps realise at the time that his simple idea would spread like wildfire 
throughout the aeromodelling world; leaving in its devastated wake acre upon acre of burned up crops and blackened grass-
land. Trouble is, though, that the farming types are selfish enough to resent the odd acre being offered up as a propitiary 
sacrifice to the Great God Thermal. An attitude which is evident even in bountiful America, where the incendiary model Is 
now regarded with much the same hostility that the early American settler felt towards the flaming arrow of the barbarous 
Indian. Although it might be mentioned in passing that more than one fuse-happy American mod, awaking with guilty dread 
the dire consequences of destroying a largesorne quota of the world's food supply} has been startled to receive a handsome 
gratuity from some enriched stockbroker. 
To the average modeller who, in the high fever of his building activities, is wont to subsist on a spartan diet of tea and balsa 
dust, the ravaging of a few acres of ripening corn is regarded as 
nothing more than a mild form of protest at the utilising of such good 
flyable territory for the growing of such hideous fungus. To the 
gastronomic needs of lesser mortals he is, of course supremely 
indifferent. 
Happily, this indifference does not extend to the brains of the 
aeromodelling world. I have been working for some time on a 
safety device to ensure against the further destruction of crops by 
fire-brand models and yet at the same time to retain the benefits of 
the now essential “D/T”. The fruits of my inventive genius can be 
readily perceived in the brilliant idea illustrated. 
 
How to Watch  No. a. Team Racing 
It has often been said that the chief attraction of team-racing lies in its strong spectator appeal. To what extent it appeals to the 
weak spectator I don’t know, but it does provide a lavish entertainment for the casual observer.  
Now, in making your debut in the team race gallery you will naturally be wasting your time if you can't trot forth the 
occasional sage comment—as one who knows his onions should. And hardly will you be able to stagger the other galleryites 
with your intimate knowledge of the sport, if, like the majority of spectators and most of the participants, you haven't the proverbial 
clue. 
First of all it must be borne in mind that in team racing there are many unusual features which are likely to perplex the 
“L" watcher. Perhaps, you may be Inclined to think that the similarity in appearance of the models strikes a somewhat 
monotonous note. But don't be deceived, A closer scrutiny of these ingenious little machines will reveal many novel and 
interesting variations in design, such as a boldly painted pair of moustaches on a dummy pilot, or a curvaceous cutie lying 
recumbent on a wing panel. Or, again, you may be puzzled by the presence in each of the models of a quaint looking dummy 
pilot, who, in his 1918 Flying Corps rig, seems to gaze with such apoplectic disapproval on all the new-fangled modern flying 
contraptions. Well, the compulsory installation of these dummy pilots is one of the few simple rules governing the sport, and is fully 
explained in "Team Race Rules” Vol. 7, Chap, 24, Para. 60.  
Another advantage of getting to know your subject is that you will avoid the sort of dreadful misunderstanding such as befell a 
certain moth-hunting professor. 
He had been following a farm tractor for some miles— looking for caterpillar tracks—-when he found he had wandered into an airfield 
where a team race was in full spate. The elaborate ceremony which greeted the professorial blinkers so amazed him. that, after 
watching the war dance antics of the handle wavers, the stick-jugglings of the lap counters, and the display of hookah-puffing on 
the part of the pit mechs., he. immediately repaired to his study to write a long and learned thesis on “Tribal Rituals in a 
Mechanised Age” 
Another misleading aspect of team racing is the impression that all the hectic scrambling and dashing about is an 
exhausting business, fit only for the young and vigorous. This is far from the truth. Team racing afflicts even the most 
elderly—witness the recent publicity given in this journal to the astonishing feat of "40 laps at 90" (Wilfred Pickles 
please copy), 
Having mastered the intricacies of team racing you will find it a never ending source of interest and amusement—that is when 
you get tired of watching aeromodelling. 
 

             Pylonius 
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  Croydon Coupe Day Pictorial 

 

 
Chris Chapman                       Martin Stagg 

 

 
Chris Chapman winding for the Fly-Off 

 
 

       
Chris Chapman           A.N.Other           Chris Chapman again 
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    Roy Vaughn waits with Dave Etherton on the watch   Martin & Mrs.Stagg 

 

 
Gavin Manion launches with Dave Etherton timing, Roy Vaughn looks on and Martin Dilly fights the streamer 

 

    
        Gavin Manion winds & Dusan Jincny checks Photographer  Alan Brocklehurst takes a break 

 
Pictures Courtesy:  Peter Hall; Roy Vaughn; Alan Brocklehurst 
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  Engine Analysis: Elfin 1.49 BB    -  Aeromodeller Annual 155-56 

 

 

 

 

            
 

 
          Aeromodeller Annual 1955-56 
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  Timperley in Tatton Park    -    Gerry Ferer 
 

LOCK-DOWN REGULATIONS 

The present regulations restrict travelling outside the designated lockdown Tier. Tatton Park 

is in Tier-2. Most of our members live in greater Manchester which is Tier-3, and should not 

travel out of their area. Derick May who lives inside Wales is also prohibited.  Mike Macconnell 

is the exception, living at Cranage in Tier-2, and may travel there.  So at present we are 

unable to have flying meetings in the Park.     Let’s hope this situation does not last too long.  
 

BMFA give the lockdown rules at www.bmfa.org/news/news-page/articleID/2692 

An extract for Tier-3 is below 
 
 

NEWS 

Midland Gala.  Due to extreme weather on the scheduled Saturday 24 October at Barkston, 

the meeting was postponed to Sunday 22nd November.       Barkston is Tier-1. 
Classes are ---F1H,  F1G,  BMFA-½A,  E36,  P30,  CO2,  Mini-Vintage,  HLG/CLG,  +Cranfield-Classic Power. 
 

Free-Flight Forum.  This annual Symposium on modelling matters this year will be 

a Zoom meeting on Sunday 15th November at 10am. 

Details and how to register are at www.freeflight.bmfa.org/2020-forum. 

The charge is £5. 
 

REPORT----For the Don Fletcher Max 3x Span event at Tatton on 15th October. 
 

With a forecast NE wind we walked along the path past the Old Hall setting up before the 

small trees. The drift varied from north to east at first, some flights going straight to the 

deadly Old-Hall trees. Later the wind increased to the forecast 8mph NE. 

Warm in the sun at 11deg. 
 

 
 

 
 BMFA lockdown rules.                          Ralph’s Achilles                        Roger’s P30 with extra rubber 

 

             Gerry Ferer  

        DON FLETCHER  (max =3x span)  15 Oct 2020

Name Model Span Max 1 2 3 Total Total %

Mike Macconnell Thermal Bug 30 1.30 1.38max 1.40max 1.28 4.28 298

Gerry Ferer Senator 31 1.33 1.48max 1.29 1.20 4.22 282

Ralph Sparrow Achilles 24 1.12 1.25max 0.52 0.50 2.54 242

Roger Shaw P30+ 30 1.30 0.45 0.51 0.50 2.26 162

http://www.bmfa.org/news/news-page/articleID/2692
http://www.freeflight.bmfa.org/2020-forum
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  Olde Tymes Recalled     -     Pylonius 

 
Extract from Aeromodeller Christmas edition 1966 
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              Pylonius 
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  Clarion Past         -         John Andrews 
 

Extract form the old paperback Clarion circa 2004 

 
John Andrews at Grantham & Luffenham 

 

Early in July I received a call from Peter Spalding inviting me to an open day and Bar-B-Q at the 
Grantham club’s farmer’s fields flying site.  Wednesday 14th July and I was on my way, past 
Barkstone and down some country lanes and a farm track into a flying site similar in layout to Old 
Warden but somewhat larger.  The field is a good trimming site and large enough for rallies of some 
sort or other. 
 

I settled down near the Bar-b, I don’t like to be too far away from food.  It was more than a little 
breezy but I was there so I was going to fly.  Before I assembled any models I visited the ever present 
John Hook and, after buying a fuel bottle, I finally remembered to get myself some thinners.  I came 
away with a whiskey bottle full, some guys must have thought I was still on the meths. 
 

I assembled my Stomper and prepared for a short trim flight.  I had decided to attempt to straighten 
out the climb a bit and had fitted a couple of thin washers under the engine lugs to give a little left 
side thrust.  I fired up the motor and launched with about a 4 second engine run.  I had straightened 
out the climb alright, straight up into the wind and over the top.  The motor cut when the model was 
upside down, but the model had just started to roll and I watched with ever tightening cheeks of my 
bottom as the descent and the roll carried on.  Thankfully the roll just beat the descent and the 
Stomper was almost level when terra-firma arrived, no harm done apart from my blood pressure. 
 

That was enough of that for me, out with the spanners, out with the washers and back to factory 
settings with the thrust-line.  Next attempt, back to normal on the climb but the glide was all over the 
place and Stomper appeared to be pushed into the floor by some giant hand.  The penny dropped, 
the field was bounded on the upwind side by a huge stand of trees and the very strong wind was 
boiling over the top creating phenomenal turbulence way down the field. 
 

Stomper was back in the box in short order whilst still in one piece and I thought I would try my 
rubber model 36-4 which was supposed to be for windy weather.  I put quite a few turns on to give 
enough power to clear the turbulence but not enough.  Up goes 36-4, whips round the corner, 
wallows all over the place and is finally pushed into the ground.  John boy does not give up though, 
more turns try again, same result only higher to start with.  Still stubborn, I try even more turns, even 
higher but same result.  This time the prop folded but, with no sign of a glide, 36-4 was pushed into 
the ground yet again.  The balsa and bamboo cabane wing mount did not survive this time and most 
of it was removed by a wing down arrival on terra firma. 
 

I gave it best and sat in the boot of the estate and cynoed all the bits back together, then off to the 
bar-b-q.  Great stuff, we even had a posh glass of wine to wash it all down, that’s what aeromodelling 
should be like thinks I. 
 

About now I noticed numerous chaps wandering about with Gaz Lanterns and packs of Gaz 
cylinders, it transpires that Rod Brigginshaw was emptying out some closed down factory’s 
abandoned stock.  I missed the boat as usual. 
 

Rod made a couple of attempts to fly his large open electric, but although he went off well down wind 
to launch, he still was hooked up with the turbulence and any thoughts of trimming soon vanished 
and he, Bert Whitehead and myself slipped into conversation mode.  We moaned about the weather 
men’s mistaken prediction of dropping winds later in the day. 
 

As it was about 4 o’clock by this time and Rod had to go back down the A1 to London whilst I had to 
tangle with the A14, we both would hit the rush hour traffic so we decide to carry on chatting until the 
roads cleared a bit.  What the three of us found to talk about for the best part of the next three hours 
I still don’t remember but all of a sudden about 7 o’clock the wind died and it went dead still.  
 

We had an hour of superb trimming conditions and I found I needed 1/16th packing under the tail to 
get 36-4 to glide again, no wonder it would not climb in the earlier wind. Finally, those of us who had 
hung on had a good time although we had had to wait until the death.  John Hook was still there, 
flying one of his folding wing catapult gliders, John’s gliders are available to all at about £2 a pop, at 
least they were when I bought my bundle for the grandchildren a couple of years ago. 
 

My next three outings were to the delightful bomb site by the name of North Luffenham, the home of 
cratered runways and waist high grasses that not only hide models but modellers as well. 
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I was returning through the jungle after one check flight when I came across a clearing of beaten 
down grass containing non other than Ray Monks. 
 

 
John Wingate winds his ITZME III Wakefield for his one and only flight at Luffenham 

 
Ray was messing about with a power job and he informed me that he had just blown his folding prop 
assembly off the front of the motor and actually found all the bits.  If you saw the depth of the grass, 
you would find that difficult to believe.  Just look at the background of John Leitch’s picture. 
 

The three events, BMFA/Walsall Summer Mini, Brumfly Gala & Timperley Open, seem to have 
blurred together and I have difficulty in separating the individual happenings at each.  One thing I do 
remember is the, BMFA 4th area do run by the Walsall club where your scribe recorded his first event 
win.  I flew my Stomper in the additional British Power competition and, although I dropped one flight, 
my bad flight was better than the bad flights of the other contestants.  John boy stepped up proudly 
at the prize presentation for his John Hook voucher. 
 

My win was not without cost.  I set up the Stomper and moved out into the grass for an engine warm-
up and, in my usual bumble fisted manner, I managed to chew a lump off the end of my forefinger 
as I turned the model for tuning.  Immediately following the bang, as my finger stopped the motor, 
came a chorus of ‘Ouch!’ from the majority of the nearby flyers.  I get out the first aid kit and fiddle 
about trying to stem the blood flow whilst left-handedly getting a plaster on the wound.  I was still 
leaking blood so I bound micro-pore tape around the whole shebang.  After my first flight, I noticed 
my injured finger was feeling a little cold and looking very blue on the end.  I had to unwind a few 
turns of tape to get the feeling back.  Back at home that evening I unwrapped it and blood still flowed 
like Billy-oh so I re-wrapped it.  Next morning same process, unwraps, blood, re-wrap.  I then decided 
that a visit to casualty at the local hospital was the wisest move.  Later that day I’m in the assessment 
sisters office, sat at her polished desk, and she asks me to remove the wrapping. Looking at the 
clean desk, I enquire “What about the blood?”  Sister puts a wad of gauze on the end of the desk 
and I expose the wound.  Dry as a bone, not a spot of blood in sight, just the white jagged edges of 
the cut.  A couple of cross tapes with dressing and your embarrassed scribe scuttled away. 
 

The same meeting saw my recent new acquaintance from Grantham, Rod Brigginshaw in the E30 
electric fly-off, with me as timekeeper.  The drift had veered by fly-off time and we moved to the end 
of the main runway as Rod intended to fly straight down it.  I set myself up with a towel on the wet 
roof of the car to rest my elbows in case of a long flight and waited for Rod to launch.  I had not seen 
any of Rods previous flights and only had my memories of his large model’s test flights at Grantham. 
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His E30 could not have been any more dissimilar, when he launched, the model pottered across the 
runway towards me and went by me at shoulder height with me thinking, is it going to climb at all?  
Rod had said he expected to do about six minutes and when the model had completed its first circle, 
I could not see how.  After the second circle, the model was a little higher and, as it carried on down 
wind, it was slowly getting a little more altitude with each successive circle. 
 

After five minutes the model could not have been much over fifty foot high, then it came slowly down 
and I clocked it off at 6-17, Rod knows his model.  The time was good enough to win, so we both 
had to step forward for awards at the end of proceedings. 
 

 
Vintage Power flyer John Leitch with his electrified recovery en-semble. 

 

I thought I’d throw in a picture of well-known John Leitch and his electric powered bicycle recovery 
machine. The box on the back will hold John’s models for the trip back to base.  John is a real vintage 
power man and all of his models fly with vintage engines.  When I enquired as to what he had, he 
reeled off a very long string of models and engines that I could not possibly remember, Mcoys, 
Ohlsson etc.  The list was more akin to an engine collection than a competition flyer, but a 
competition flyer he certainly is.  He made the vintage fly-off at the first Luffenham do but declined 
to compete in the fly-off, as he just could not face another safari through the jungle grasses for 
recovery. 
 

I failed to compete at the Timperley do and the Brumfly.  My Stomper had a long burble at cut off so 
I had fixed up a strangler next to the spray bar operated by a lever from the normal squeeze off timer.  
Snag was, the lever seemed to slow down the action, and cut off was even worse so, when I tested 
at the Timperley, I opted out.  Brumfly was just too windy. 
 
 

Subtitle – Giggles with Biggles 
 

I just could not resist the title, this a tale of recovery of John Coopers A1 glider (I don’t go in for these 
F1-whatevers) and John Wingate’s Wakefield by the Biggles group, at the Timperley do. 
 

I had tested my new Stomper cut-off and opted out so I attached myself to John Wingate (He must 
be getting sick of the sight of me by now).  I was acting timekeeper/general factotum and John wound 
his ITZME III Gosling Wakefield for his one and only flight of the day.  We go over to the blockhouse 
for maximum available distance, light up the fuse, launch into good air and up goes ITZME like a lift.  
D/T was a bit long and the model was very high so recovery was going to be well off the field.  John 
had a bug fitted so he set off on his cycle round the peri-track sometime about midday.  I took a 
bearing on the line and filled in his card then wandered about passing the time of day here and there 
together with a lunch break. 
 

An hour or so later I’m chatting to Kath, John’s wife, who was helping run control, and still no sign of 
John.  I say to Kath “I’ll walk down the line and see if he’s in the right place, see you later”. 
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I go back to the launch point, pick my bush on the skyline and off I go wading through the jungle.  
Over the fence at the edge of the airfield, across a couple more fields, and the bush I’m heading for 
is now a tree on the end of a small spinney.  When I arrived John had also found the area and is 
waving his tracker about with a good signal but could not find the model. 
Chris Strachan had retuned his own tracker to John’s frequency and was also in wave it about mode 
as the pair tried to locate the errant Wakefield.  Eventually it was some other flyer  from further away 
who spotted the models wing tip in the centre of what I think was a Hawthorn bush cum tree.  The 
model was well out of reach and the tree was not climbable, so we headed back to get some 
equipment, leaving Chris poking buttons on his tracker trying to retune to his own frequency. 
Back at base, I put my 8 Mtr. pole into Johns car ready for recovery and we located some ladders in 
the back of Trevor Payne’s van.  We then looked in vain for Trevor, not wishing to abscond with his 
kit.  Our dilemma was solved when the Biggles Squadron, led by John Cooper, arrived and purloined 
the ladder, loaded up their car and set off to recover John’s glider.  John Wingate and I set off in hot 
pursuit in his car to claim ‘twos up’ on the ladder when the Biggles gang were through. 

John Cooper’s glider recovery had all the hallmarks of a Whitehall Theatre farce.  The model was 
the best part of fifty feet above ground in the very top of a slender tree.  John was swaying about at 
the top of the two-section ladder propped up against the adjacent tree and he was wielding a totally 
unstable thirty-foot long sectional alloy tube rod.  The rod had a hook on the end but getting it 
anywhere near to the model was down to pure chance.  The hook caught on everything else and we 
half a dozen helpless onlookers were all dodging falling branches including John at the top of the 
ladder. It was getting quite hilarious as the de-forestation took place. 

The farmer was continually passing by as he ferried tractor loads of something or other back and 
forth, giving us the thumbs up each time he passed.  It took so long to get anywhere near the model 
that even the farmer eventually ignored the goings on. 

Finally a path was cleared to the main branch and, after much swaying about with the pole, it was 
hooked.  That was not the end of it however, as the model was firmly caught, and, although the 
branch was shaken really well it was some time before one of the wings slid off its dowels and 
fluttered down.  More shaking and eventually all the bits were at ground level including half of the 
tree. 

Then came the inquest. John Cooper had already wrecked one model in the course of compiling his 
three maximums so he needed undamaged bits of the retrieved glider to try to make up some sort 
of composite model for the fly-off.  Sadly, he could not find satisfactory bits and decided to give it 
best. 

This decision of John Coopers however, was good news for John Wingate, as the Biggles recovery 
squadron now moved lock stock and barrel across the road for the ITZME retrieval. 

A similar story unfolded, the tree was not as high but there was no way that the model could be 
dragged down through the dense foliage.  The ladder was placed near the centre of the tree and 
John invited me to climb, but I quickly declined. I could see it was going to be virtually impossible to 
get the model down in one piece and I did not want to be the one that knocked it to pieces.  Therefore 
it was John Wingate who was standing on the top rung of the ladder and, using half the pole, he 
managed to get the hook tangled up in the Wakefield’s undercart.  Problem was, that he could not 
drag the model down and could not untangle the hook.  John elected to raise the model as high as 
he could and then attempted to throw the pole and model towards the outside of the tree.  We now 
had the model and the pole out of reach up the tree.  I scouted round and found a half inch diameter 
iron rod with a big hook on each end which we hooked onto the highest branch we could and then 
three of us shook the tree as best we could.  Eventually the bits were retrieved, the weight of the 
pole attached to the models undercart brought the Wakefield within reach.  The wing and tail survived 
almost intact but the fuselage was sheared off in front of the wing and the undercart is still up the 
tree.  John was reasonably happy however, as he had his new rubber motor and his bug back. 

It was way after five o’clock by now and John and I had been out in the boondocks twice for the best 
part of five hours but we just made it back to see the fly-offs. 

Trevor Payne had returned by now and he needed his ladder, as his model was still up a tree 
somewhere.  He was quite unconcerned however and remarked that the model was safe enough 
where it was until after the prize presentation. 

I’ll shut up for this issue, JHA at Wallop next time.     John Andrews 
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  Paper Airplane: Harrier    -        Nick Robinson 
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From the book  ‘Paper Airplanes’  by  Nick Robinson 

Copyright © 1991Quintet Publishing Limited 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording  

or otherwise, without the permission of the copyright holder. 
 

            Nick Robinson 
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  My Lost Models      -         John Andrews 
 

Trying to think of some subject to pen a few words on, I hit upon the idea of adding to my 

covid inspired misery by attempting to recall all of the model aircraft I have lost. I’m no prolific 

model builder by any stretch of imagination but I have made a few and lost a few over the 

years. 

The very first model that flew away was 

a Frog 160 glow powered ‘Slicker 50’. 

The model framework had been gifted 

to me by my first wife’s father in 

exchange for building a ‘Southerner 

Mite’ for him. I had finished the Slicker 

off and fitted my Frog 160 glow taken 

from my crashed Small Fry control-

liner. This was sometime around 1950, I 

had just joined ‘The Rugby Model 

Engineering Society Aeronautical 

Section’ and we had a farmers field near 

Rugby, close to the A45 to fly in. I was 

very new to Free-flight and not knowing 

about thermals the model was without 

engine timer nor D/T. Too much fuel in the tank, up and away went the Slicker, off over the 

A45 at high altitude never to be seen again. I do not recall having and address label either. 
 

I did not do a great deal of FF in those days as Control-line was my main interest, I did compete 

but with little success in Rubber, the Gamage & Wakefield trials etc. I did managed to lose a 

rubber model for a few days in the Gamage one year with a failed D/T flyway. A farmer found 

it but it had been out in sunshine and rain for a few days and on retrieval it was so warped it 

was scrapped. 
 

I went through the early days of Radio 

Control and managed to lose one of 

those. I bought the early ED soft valve 

radio control equipment, ground based 

Tx with micro-switch control button 

etc. I made a model powered by an 

ancient Frog100 using an old Power 

model wing and had one good afternoons 

flying before flying out of range in the 

dusk of the evening, Bye Bye radio. I did 

not get back into serious FF until well 

after my army national service days. 
 

After demob from national service in 1956 I was well into R/C for a number of years, at first 

making my own equipment, then through reeds up to proportional, FF was not even thought 

about. I took early retirement in 1993 and continued with R/C until I got a bit fed up with it. 

About this time I had met/reacquainted myself with Birmingham Club’s Peter Martin who 

introduced me to Middle Wallop and Vintage, I was soon back into FF again.  
 

The first model I lost after my reincarnation as a free-flighter was my initial open rubber 

model. It was a bit of a hotch-potch by the time I had it trimmed. I was competing at Wallop 

and managed to grab a bit of good air but when the D/T went the model was over the wood. 
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My mate in those early days was John 

Nicholson and we spent a lot of time 

searching to no avail. We checked the 

open ground past the wood but no 

model. We concluded the model was 

treed and spent most of the rest of the 

day wandering about staring up at the 

leafy canopy. The variegated colour 

scheme on the model brought about by 

modifications and repairs was obviously 

a hindrance as it made good camouflage. 

All we managed to get was neck ache.  

The model was past its sell by date 

really but it had 100gms of new rubber 

in it. The first loss of my new era. 
 

It was sometime later that I managed to lose a ‘Lulu’ on its first day out at Wallop. I was trying 

to get it up on the long towline, failed but hooked a monster thermal. The ‘Lulu’ was high in the 

air over the museum when the D/T deployed but the model ignored it and disappeared  over 

the housing estate still rising. Rachel was now my support group and we searched till late but 

no luck. Scratch one ‘Lulu’. 
 

Next one to go was my first ‘Stomper’. 

It was at one of the Nationals in the 

early 2000’s. My ‘Stomper’ No1 D/T’d 

possibly into a large field full of pampas 

like grass and as Rachel & I could not 

find it elsewhere we assumed it was 

buried in the crop.  The field was full of 

modellers waving tracker receivers 

about so we hoped that one of them 

might stumble upon our lost model. No 

such luck, never heard anything, lost a 

really good engine, an early PAW 1.5, in 

that model. 
 

Peter Martin got me into attending the Peterborough Club’s Flying Aces comp in Ferry 

Meadows, a small field event with a multitude of classes. I lost my first ‘Cloud Tramp’ there, 

Pete and I flew at the same time trimming our Tramps and as our two models circled alongside 

each other at the edge of the field, Pete’s glided down and mine hooked lift and was up and 

away. I followed it to the edge of the lake but by then it was miles up and long gone. No name 

and address label. 

I also lost a specially built rubber model I made for the Duration Rubber Ratio comp. The comp 

is for models 16” to 25” wingspan and the score is the three flight total time in seconds divided 

by the wingspan. I made an 18” wingspan very low aspect ratio model using my normal 5” chord 

outdoor wing ribs. I could not get it to fly on any more than about half turns but I managed to 

get some flights in. The final flight was quite good in good air and it came down somewhere 

over the preserved railway line but we could not find it. There were large bramble patches and 

a spinney beyond, we had a good line but no luck. I suppose it was not a complete loss as I had 

a phone call several weeks later from a guy who had found the fuselage whilst walking his dog 

in the spinney. Conversation revealed that all he had was the well weathered fuselage, no prop, 

no wing, no tail, the only thing of value left was the Tomy mechanism. 
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I thanked him for calling and asked that he confine the debris to the dustbin. The model must 

have been treed and eventually blown down. 
 

I built a Spencer Willis ‘Mazee’, lost it, and flushed with success built another and lost that to. 

I had fancied a tailless model and Spencer provided me with a superb set of laser cut wing ribs 

and one of his prop assemblies. The model is a real easy build using Spencer’s parts.  
 

    
 

 I first took ‘Mazee’ No1 to a windy Wallop and trimming was almost impossible, a few turns 

and hold into wind, up and down splat. Gave up trimming and decided to wind on quite a few 

turns and make a first comp flight attempt and record a score whatever. 

To my astonishment ‘Mazee’ 1 flew away steadily and gained a significant height before turns 

ran out, but then fluttered down with no signs of a glide. 

Not knowing what to do about trimming tailless, I elected to stick a blob of plasticine on the 

nose and try again for a second comp flight. More turns and a repeat performance but higher 

and longer still without glide. 

Third comp flight, more plasticine, more turns. Model went even higher and recorded over 1 

minute if memory serves. Best of all it looked like it was gliding but it was quite a way away so 

I was not too sure. 
 

The Nationals was next up and after a quick test hop I wound and launched for my first comp 

flight, ‘Mazee 1’ shot up in really good air and was still going up at D/T time. We could not tell 

if the fancy drag flap D/T deployed but ‘’Mazee 1’ just kept going. Exit my first tailless model. 
 

I swiftly contacted Spencer for another set of bits and soon had ‘Mazee II’ ready. This time 

I fitted the normal tip-up wing/drop-down fuselage D/T. 

First time out was Oxford, Port Meadow. I do not recall how many flights I had but the final 

one was good and we saw the model down against the tree background over by the railway. The 

model could not be located even though there was nothing over there but cattle. Minor 

compensation, at least I won the event but never saw ‘Mazee II’ again, I imagine light fingered 

Joe Public was to blame.  Exit tailless No2. 
 

I’ve got yet another set of bits from Spencer but they remain on the back burner and I doubt 

it will ever be lit. 
 

Next model for the chop was, what I consider as my best performer, my ‘Last Resort’. This 

design by Jim Bagley is a real winner, not too large, easily built and repaired. The fuselage on 

mine had been in two pieces a couple of times but repair was simple, the bits were strapped to 

a 1m steel rule and all the missing bits filled in whilst the rule kept it all straight. 

I flew mine on 50gms of rubber made up of 12 strands of 3/16. Quite a powerful motor but it 

keeps the model climbing well whatever the wind and it powers through ground turbulence in 

short order. I think it’s the ideal size for a simple BMFA 50gm rubber design. 
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I would build a ‘BMFA Rubber 

Model’ to exactly the same 

dimensions but abandon the frills 

of circular tips on the wing tail and 

fin. 

The prop is probably OK but 

perhaps a narrower two-bladed 

one would fold neater. 
 

Back to my ‘Last Resort’, I lost it 

at North Luffenham in 2016, it 

was just a D/T failure with the 

model way up in lift. Incidentally I 

have realised where my hook-up of 

the D/T line on the Tomy goes 

wrong and leads to failure. I have 

the hook-up pin on the timer knob 

too near the outside end and the rubber band looped around it can slip off the end and the 

timer no longer works. For the cure, I just have to pull it off the knob to wind around the shaft. 

Back to the ‘Last Resort’ again, I lost a Bodnar bug with it as well. Searched for a bit around 

the JO’D seven mile recommendation for fly-aways but not a peep. Should build another really 

but the way things are at the minute there’s no comps to fly in. By the time this corona virus 

is licked, by vaccines I assume, we will have no airfields left to run comps on anyway. 
 

The last of my fleet to go missing 

was my very aged ‘Hep-Cat’ which 

was built in late 1900’s, not sure 

when, but it was before I made my 

‘Tomboy’ and that is 20 yrs old. 

I built the ‘Hep-Cat’ to replace my 

first mini-vintage model which of 

course was the inevitable 

‘Senator’. 

The ‘Hep-Cat’ was a good 

performer in its early days but as 

time and repairs wore on it 

became heavier and heavier and I 

finally replace it with a ‘Pinochio’. 

I’ve just been scouring my flight 

log-book but the ‘Hep-Cat’s demise is not recorded, I can remember it disappearing way up in 

the blue somewhere due to good lift and one of my D/T hook-up failures. I’m fairly sure it was 

at North Luffenham and it was heading for the reservoir miles up. The model was still in use in 

2016 but after then it no longer features in the logbook. Another Bodnar bug gone but more 

importantly the lynchpin of my mini-vintage competition participation over the years. 
 

Well that’s that, I’ve stopped crying now, not too long a list. A list of models that lie in various 

stages of dis-repair in the workshop and in boxes in the garage would be much longer I fear, 

also one or two part built projects to boot. 

It’s interesting to note that loss of a model is taken much more to heart by Rachel, the wife, 

beats me why. 

             John Andrews 
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  Rezenebe        -           Jim Fullarton 

    

 

 
 

A lively 18 inch span tail-first free flight model for .010 engines designed by Australian down-under-

tail-first exponent, JIM FULLARTON 

It all started one day when we were playing around with that wonderful word of Bert Streigler's, 

and found out it could be written backwards. After that discovery, there was only one thing for 

it. There just had to be a canard EBENEZER. What is more, it had to be a real canard, not 

one of your half-baked tractor efforts, but a genuine tail-first, propeller-last pusher, like they 

used to build back i n  ‘ 09 

We will not bore regular readers with a detailed description of construction, beyond a reminder 

to use light material (and not too much paint either) behind the C.G. so as to minimise the amount 

of nose ballast required. The foreplane has a thicker section than the wing and has a turbulator 

to prevent premature stalling. 

To make Mr. Cox's tiny powerhouse "Push" instead of "Pull", we need a left hand propeller, 

which is bent from dural. This will be quite safe provided you do not use soft aluminium, and replace 

rather than straighten it should it ever become badly bent (most unlikely on a canard.) 

Incidentally, with a new motor and a pusher prop., you may have some trouble with overheating 

until it is run in. Correct location of the C.G. is absolutely vital, so when completely painted and 

assembled, balance at the point shown by cementing lead strips to the elevator platform. The wing 

is fixed, but the elevator is attached by rubber bands, and the angle may be varied by packing as 

required to get a satisfactory glide trim. A small celluloid tab may be used on the left fin to induce 

a wide left glide turn. The left thrust offset 

shown should produce a safe right turn (things 

are reversed on a canard) under power. 

Work up to full power gradually, (not too 

much fuel in the tank either) and your model will 

soon be turning in flights which will be all the 

more spectacular because it is apparently flying 

backwards! 
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Extracted from Aeromodeller December 1966 

 

             Jim Fullarton 
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  Indoor isn’t for Everyone No.45   -   Nick Peppiatt 

 

 
Propeller carving 

 

My old friend Tim Mountain is promising to carve a prop for his new Veron Fledgeling, so I 

thought I’d produce a brief article on how I made mine. 

A nine inch diameter is specified on the plan, but to comply with Under 25” rules an eight inch 

propeller is required. 

I have found that Chris Strachan’s recommendation of the Albert Hatfull Felix prop works 

well. 

Fig 1 shows the prop blank specified on the Felix plan, published in the December 1998 edition 

of the AeroModeller. I have added a couple of missing dimensions. This gives a propeller with 

a pitch of around 10”. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1.  The 8 in diameter propeller blank from Albert Hatfull’s Felix plan 

 

The key to making a successful propeller by carving is in the production of the blank. In this 

case wood of around 8 lb/ft3 was used, giving a block 8 x 1 ¼ x 1” weighing about 20 g. The 

block is marked out as shown in Fig.1 and now is a good time to drill the hole for the prop shaft 

bushing. The blank is then cut out using a suitable saw, the key being to ensure that the form 

is square. I use an Aeropiccola Vibrosaw, a sort of electric fretsaw or scroll saw, which I’ve 

had for many years. I then follow the procedure as described by John Meaney in Andrew 

Longhurst’s Rubber Column in the March 1993 edition of SAM35Speaks and carve the back of 

the blade using a long bladed straight knife and finish by sanding with a round form (Figs 2 and 

3). Some of the front side of the blades can be also carved away at this stage. 
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The next step is to prepare a paper template of the finished blade form and mark this on the 

rear side of the blade (Fig. 4). The material outside the lines is removed at right angles to the 

rear blade surface and thin ply strips attached with cyanoacrylate flush with the rear surface 

to give a hard edge to the blade. In this case the strips were of 1/16“ width cut from 0.5mm 

ply. The front surface of the blade is now carved and sanded to the edge strip (Fig. 5). 

 

   
    Fig. 2. Front view of balsa prop blank,         Fig.3. Rear view of balsa prop with carved blade form. 
         the rear has been carved away. 
               8” Peck plastic prop shown for comparison 

 

 

   
   Fig. 4. Rear view of prop with blade shape          Fig. 5. Front view of carved balsa prop, 
         marked out using paper template.          ready for final finishing 
      0.5mm ply edging strips also shown.             in comparison with plastic prop 
 

The weight of the carved balsa propeller was just under 3 g. This shows that carving a propeller 

is very wasteful in terms of material, but it is an extremely satisfying process! I applied a 

couple of coats of sanding sealer and then attached some very fine glass cloth with dope, and 

then finished the surface with black Esaki tissue, giving a weight of 4 g. This is still less than 

that of the plastic propeller. 
 

The finished article is shown in Fig. 6. The free-wheel mechanism that I fitted was based on 

Bob Lieber’s design developed for P30s (Fig. 7). The essence of this is a 3/16” length of 3/16” 

square brass tubing which is drilled for the prop shaft and the wire free-wheel bail and then 

soldered to the shaft. The big advantages of this device is that it is easy to change a propeller, 

if necessary, and for P30s, no modifications are required. In the case of the Fledgeling, I used 

an 18 swg prop shaft and a 1/32” dia bail. I dispensed with the tensioner spring and shaft stop, 

instead relying on a pre-tensioned motor. 
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       Fig. 6. Finished propeller fitted to Fledgeling                    Fig. 7. Bob Lieber’s latch freewheel for P30s. 
 

Bob Lieber derived his freewheel design from that shown in the drawing of Andre Vincre’s 

Wakefield by Frank Zaic in the 1938 Model Aeronautics Yearbook. 

 

 

 
 

Frank Zaic’s drawing of Andre Vincre high aspect ratio Wakefield 
showing a latch type freewheel in bottom left hand corner (1938 YB). 

 

Much more useful information on propellers for rubber powered models can be found in 

Mike Woodhouse’s compilation ‘Rubber Model Propellers’, 

available from www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk . 

 

             Nick Peppiatt 

 

http://www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk/
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  Popular Aerofoils    -     Aeromodeller Annual 1948 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
          Aeromodeller Annual 1948 
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  DBHLibrary (Magazines)     -        Roy Tiller 
 

Report No. 118 Tidy up, continued. 
Last month I was struggling with the translation of information in Swedish on a plan published 

in Stabben, a Swedish aeromodelling Newsletter from 1972.  

Here, again, is the original and the Google translation. 
 

 
 

Do not be too hard on Google translate, the original was hand written and in aeromodelling 

Swedish as written half a century ago. 
 

Christian Schwartzbach came to the rescue by email as below. 

“Hello Roy, I am not fluent in Swedish, but capable of translation of the text in Clarion.  

The signature is Lars Göran Olofsson of course. AKG must be the Aero Klub of Gothenburg. 

Best regards 

Christian” 
 

Thank you Christian, I can now complete the entry in the “List of Plans in Mags” to show the 

model name as “A2 for Turbulent Air and Thermals”, the designer as “A2 Flyers of Aero Klub 

of Gothenburg” and the draughtsman as “Lars G Olofsson”. 

The promised “Thank you” of a copy of Stabben is now at on its way to Christian at his home in 

Denmark. The Post Office web site was used to print the address label and customs declaration 

form and arrange for the package to be collected from my front door by Mike, my local 

postman. All for just a £0.70 surcharge on the postage cost, so there you have it, the one good 

thing to come out of shutdown. 

A little while ago I was seeking copies of Arm Soar and having received no response I placed 

an advert in SAM 35 Speaks Classified Ads column which brought the email response below 

from Andre Bird. 
 

“Morning Roy, 

In the run up to the recent Old Warden event I had a bit of a clear out and took several boxes 

of stuff to Old Warden. These were left near to the control tower with signs on them saying 

that they were free to anyone that wanted them. The short version of events is that my car 

broke down at Old Warden, I called the AA on Sunday afternoon, and they didn't get my dad 

and I home to Norwich until 10:00 on the Monday. The reason I'm telling you this is that there 

were chuck glider magazines in the boxes. I think that there was Arm Soar and Heave Ho which 

if I remember correctly, were published by the same guy. Was it Kevin from Leeds? I think 

that one was published for a few years and then replaced with the other but I can't remember 

the details. I used to build lots of chuck gliders and I think that there was a complete run of 

the magazines in the box. It might be worth you contacting someone at Old Warden or one of 

the event organisers to ask if all of the stuff went. Because of the car issues I don't know 

what happened to the boxes and the magazines. It would be lovely if someone had kept that 

box for you. 

         Good luck,    André.” 

HERE IT IS, AZAN AS AKA’s A2- FLYCARE 

JOINTLY CONSTRUCTED FOR TURBULANT AIR 

AND THERMAL, NOW GO TO BUILD  BRADAW 

AND BKR EN. 

 

Here it is. The A2 designed jointly by the A2-flyers of AKG for turbulent 

air and thermals. Now go to the building board and build one. 

 

https://mail2.virginmedia.com/appsuite/
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My reply to Andre, included reference to the two Kevins. 
 

“I have had a quick look at my copies of Heave Ho and Arm Soar and they we both run by Kevins, 

Heave Ho from 1996 to 2000 was produced by Kevin Brown of Bath. The last issue carried a 

note to the effect that the Heave Ho Postal Comp would in future be run by Kevin Moseley. 

Arm Soar 2000 to 2004 was produced by Kevin Moseley, as you say, from Leeds.” 

The aeromodelling meetings at Old Warden are run by Ken and Sheila Sheppard of Modelair to 

whom I sent an email asking about the boxes left by the control tower. I received a prompt 

reply saying that they remembered the boxes and would make enquiries about what happened 

to them. The chances of the boxes still being to hand somewhere and still containing copies of 

Arm Soar must be pretty small, so they remain on the wanted list. 

The latest issue of Aeromodeller, December 2020, carries a note from the editor, Andrew 

Boddington, that he is seeking a plan for the Bowden designed 44” wingspan model named the 

Kangette. If you can help Andrew contact him on editor@aeromodeller.com. 
 

This led me to have a look through Bowden’s book “Petrol Engined Model Aircraft” where I 

learnt that control line flying is just a version of free flight. Hope that you find it of interest. 

 
AN AMERICAN LINE FLYING MODEL.   WITH REMOTE CONTROL 

It is becoming increasingly popular to fly a model round the operator, with the model tethered to a 
line and with one or more lines to control its elevator and in some cases its engine* 
Picture below  may  interest   readers,   as  it shows  an  early experiment on these lines carried out 
by Dr. Forster and myself, using one of his general-purpose models attached to a fishing line and 
rod. Unless the elevator can be controlled, the snag is, of course, that, except in dead calm weather, 
the model climbs during the upwind part of the circle and dives down on the down-wind part. Remote 
or "U” control largely gets over this difficulty, but in calm weather it is possible to fly a model round 
oneself, playing it with a rod and line. 
 

 
 

As the Americans introduced the cult on a serious scale, I am reproducing drawings of an American 
model, and extracts from the writings of a well-known American exponent. 
 

 
 

Fig. 117 shows two American methods. The left-hand sketch is the subject of extracts, published in 
this chapter, from an article by Mr. William B. Schwab, a well-known modellist of America, and 
originally published in Gas Models.  

mailto:editor@aeromodeller.com
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Extracts from Mr. Schwab*s American Article: 
Just for the fun of it we took one of our old crates and connected a string to the wing tip, one-third 
from the leading edge. A tab was glued to the rudder and wing to make the ship tend to pull away 
from the operator, or turn sharp to the left, the ship flying in a clockwise direction. 
We connected it up, started the motor and let it run at half-throttle. Surprising as it was, the ship left 
the ground and flew in perfect circles at about 5 ft. altitude. When the motor cut we could keep the 
ship in the air long enough to bring it in and set it down next to the booster batteries and gas, by 
pulling on the string and kiting it in the air. 
We kept flying for many months in this manner, until one fine day the motor was opened up just a 
little too much.   There followed a crash ! 
We now fitted movable elevators- -Wow, what a thrill we had in store for us, we succeeded in using 
two strings for up-and-down control of the flippers; these same two strings also supported 
the ship while flying in circles. These strings were connected to a small joy stick about a 
foot in length. The stick was made so we could strap it under our belt, leaving us free to 
walk about, and our hands free for controlling. 
With this system, the ship about 30 ft. away, flying around the operator in circles, could be 
controlled perfectly. We could set the ship on the ground with the motor running and 
using the stick, raise the tail in flying position, pull her back and take-off exactly like a real 
airplane: c limbing and div ing the ship within a few inches of the ground and pulling her 
out without stalling or crashing in. We can truthfully say that almost any ship that will 
fly free can be adapted to remote control. 
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Recently we perfected a method by which we could regulate the speed of the engine, making it 
possible to throttle down and land, open 'er up and again take off, etc. 
Here's how. Use an old ‘Brown Junior' choke nut and slip it over the end of your intake tube. Solder 
a piece of 0.034 wire across the rear of the nut, to act as an arm to close and open the air. Solder a 
fine spring to one end of the arm, to bring the choke nut back to the closed position. To the other 
end connect ordinary sewing thread for the control line; run this thread through the necessary pulleys 
made from straight pins, bringing it out from the fuselage between the two elevator control lines. An 
extra throttle control arm can be screwed to the joy-stick support. 
Metal tabs can be attached to the left wing panel and the rudder, set to bank and turn the ship to the 
left. The movable elevator can be made the desired width and connected with silk hinges to the 
present stabiliser. Connect up the rest of your ship in the same manner as shown in the drawings. 
The drawings are for those who want a real top-notch performer, one which has been well tested. If 
any of you want a ship that will really perform for contest or for remote control, this is it. 
For control line, use two 30ft lengths of good-grade fishing cord, with about 15 lb. test pull. Take 2 
ft. of this cord and determine the centre between the two small washers which are soldered to the 
control wire. Run each end through the eyelets out of the fuselage. When connecting up the control 
cords from the joy stick to the ship, run the cords for it through the wing cord guides, then tie them 
to the permanent cords from the fuselage, being sure that the bows (not knots) will not get caught in 
the guides when either of the cords is pulled. 
Unless you have an exceptionally smooth place from which to take off and land, equip the ship with 
exceptionally large wheels. We found that 3-in. wheels enable us to take off or land on grass lawns 
under full power without nosing over. 
Joy Stick. The belly plate is made of :1/4in. plywood, 6 in. x 8 in. The joy stick support is made of 
any suitable hardwood and is screwed to the belly plate and braced up with hardwood gussets. Slot 
out the front of the support stick to receive the joy stick. Cut the joy stick to shape and drill in five 
holes, one for the pivoting point and the others for control lines. You can use either the two outer 
control-line holes or the two that are closer together, depending on how much control action you 
want. When in use, the belly plate is strapped to the operator with his pant's belt. When not in use, 
the plate will serve as something to wrap the control lines on. 
Test Flying. Test the flying on a calm day and keep the control lines from dragging on the ground, 

especially when the ship is released for the take-off. Have someone to hold the model up in the flying 
position, holding the elevators perfectly level and the joy stick perfectly straight. Then connect up 
your control strings, being sure that the tension on both strings is the same. Set the model on the 
ground, so that the ship is at 90deg angle to the lines. 
 

Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email   roy.tiller@ntlworld.com  

             Roy Tiller 

mailto:roy.tiller@ntlworld.com
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  Secretary’s Notes for December 2020   -  Roger Newman  
 

No further meetings on which to report. On the contrary, the situation is worse in as much 

that we have suffered yet another month of lockdown resulting in zero flying & made even less 

tolerable by having to endure quite a few days of lovely weather! Things can only get better 

(one hopes)! The current lockdown expires next week & there has been a mention of outdoor 

sport being permitted again. We must hope that the BMFA can make the case for 

aeromodelling, as it has previously done. 
 

Having stated that, we are now threatened in the South, with the potential loss of the old 

airfield at Beaulieu as a flying site, after some 60 years of continuous use. Why, you may ask? 

It seems we have a new local eco-warrior who is pursuing the cause of ground nesting birds to 

the potential detriment of all else, under the umbrella of the Forestry Commission. Her 

proposal, through the latter organisation, is for a 5 year ban on all activities that currently 

take place on the heath, inclusive of ramblers, cyclists, dog-walkers & of course, aeromodellers. 

No evidence has been tabled by way of statistics or data taken over time to prove the case. 

The issue is being resolutely fought by the local Beaulieu Model Flying Club, who are responsible 

for the issue of permits to fly & the assistance of the BMFA has been enlisted, but as yet the 

outcome is unknown. If the case is lost, then the only decent & relatively local site for free 

flight will be that of Area 8 on Salisbury Plain. As it stands, this proposal won’t go down at all 

well with other users of the heath, so hopefully common sense can prevail & provide the basis 

of a solution. 
 

On the home front, slow but steady progress has been made on the Red Raider – now covered 

& doped, awaiting the detail bits of RDT to be fitted after fuel proofing – maybe even a photo 

next month! Another Tomboy has been refurbed & fitted with RDT, as has a Bowden Humming 

Bird – now suitably equipped with a Mills 0.5. I can’t say that I won’t have anything to fly in 

2021. Covering the Red Raider necessitated the use of my diminishing stock of precious 

Modelspan, however, it must be done. But it did bring on the odd touch of nostalgia 

remembering when I used to go to my local model shop & there was a stack of Modelspan at 

one end of the counter in a nice flat pile, sorted by colour. If my memory is anything like 

reasonable, I vaguely recall paying 3 or 4 old pence per sheet!  Another bout of nostalgia 

occurred when sorting through plans that I have retained (the majority have gone to Derick 

Scott for scanning or whatever) & I came across a copy of the Ballerina, designed by Vic Smeed 

(I think for Davies Charlton) to coincide with the introduction of the DC Merlin. A dive into 

the engine box produced 4 Merlins, of which the best was selected, cleaned up & bench run. 

Guess what’s coming after the existing backlog is completed? A bit of nostalgia is a wonderful 

thing! 
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Finally, our long serving Treasurer has stood down after many years of diligent duty. Ed Bennett 

is deserving of our grateful thanks for looking after our slender finances so ably. Like all 

Committee members, he has given freely of his time for the good of our hobby, so Ed - have a 

peaceful & enjoyable retirement on behalf of all SAM1066 members. 

Nick Peppiatt has very kindly agreed to take on the role, which he will fulfil with admirable 

ease. 

Plans for the Month 
Glider: Another small model from France – Bourdon 

 
 

Rubber: A rather unusual Coupe d’Hiver – low wing one again from France - Ailbass. 
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Power: No question – has to be Ballerina! 
 

 
 

             Roger Newman 

 

  ‘Classic’A1 International Competition    -     Stuart Darmon 
 

                   A Contest that won’t get cancelled- hopefully… 
 

After the frustration of the 2020 season, recent vaccine trials provide a glimmer of hope, but 

the first half of next season (at least) is still far from guaranteed. Therefore, in order to 

provide some opportunity for purposeful FF activity within the twin vagaries of Covid 

restrictions and the weather, the ‘Birmingham MAC Classic A1 research group’ has organised 

an ‘email international’ contest for the Classic A1 glider class, in which competitors can fly on 

a date of their choice between January 1st and July 1st 2021, submitting results by email (or 

post if they prefer). 
 

In order to encourage participation, and hopefully confer a degree of prestige, high- value 

prizes are on offer; many thanks to the sponsors for their generosity. 
 

1st. Prize- Complete stand- alone RDT system (donated by Peter Brown & Leo Bodnar 

electronics) plus trophy (hand-cut lead crystal champagne glass engraved with ‘Classic A1 

winner’) 

2nd. Prize- £50 voucher for goodies from Free Flight Supplies (donated by Mike Woodhouse) 

3rd. Prize 12 month subscription to Aeromodeller magazine (donated by Andrew Boddington & 

Doolittle Media). 

Top junior (aged 16 or under on the date of participation) will get an engraved glass trophy and 

a laser- cut Classic A1 kit. 

And finally, ‘Club team prize’ for highest aggregate score by three members of the same club, 

each of whom gets an engraved whiskey tumbler. 
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Entry is free, and welcomed from anywhere in the world – the dates are such as to give both 

hemispheres the chance of some decent weather. A few F.A.Q’s before we get to the rules. 
 

Q. Why Classic A1? 

A. the models have a basic performance of 2 minutes or less and are therefore suitable for 

smaller flying sites. They are easy to fly but challenging to consistently max with. They are 

recognisable as duration models by followers of modern classes but also appeal to old-timer 

enthusiasts because of their traditional structures. Many are extremely simple and can be built 

in a few hours. 

Q. Is there a minimum weight? 

A. No. There was a wing loading (8g./sq. dm.) in the fifties but it was not felt necessary today, 

as very light models have negligibly higher performance 

Q. Do I have to use tissue covering? 

A. No. Structural materials not available in the fifties (carbon in particular) aren’t allowed but 

non- rigid coverings like Polyspan & Mylar are fine. Turbulators are also allowed, as is any form 

of DT including RDT. No circle towhooks though, even fixed offset ones. 

Q. Is there a catch? 

A. Nope. Entry is totally free, no data collection, no spam, just a model aeroplane contest and 

nothing else. 
 

Email address for entries is in the rules below, but won’t be checked regularly until the start 

date, so any enquiries or comments should go to: 

 stuartdarmonf1a@yahoo.com , or call Stuart Darmon on   01858 882057 (United Kingdom).  

Those who don’t use email can post their entry to 1, Post Office Cottages,  Main 

Street,Theddingworth, Leicestershire LE176QP United Kingdom, but they must get here 

before July 07 2021. 

             Stuart Darmon 
 

    
 

    
Typical ‘Classic’ A1 Gliders 

mailto:stuartdarmonf1a@yahoo.com
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Provisional Events Calendar 2020 
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models 

 

The published BMFA Freee-Flight Contest Calendar 

became active again on 1st.September. 

Contests will conform to the calendar and will be run under the published 

BMFA - COVID CONTEST RULES - until further notice. 

 

A copy of the rules is printed above 

 

 

 

 

September 5th     Saturday   Ad Hoc, R,G,P,E, Salisbury Plain 

September 6th  Sunday   Ad Hoc, F1A,B,C,Q, Salisbury Plain 

September 13th  Sunday   Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain 

September 19th/20th Sat/Sun   Vintage Weekend, Old Warden 

September 20th  Sunday   BMFA 6th Area Competitions 
 

October 3rd   Saturday   Buckminster Gala 

October 4th  Sunday   Buckminster Gala 

October 5th  Monday   Buckminster Gala 

October 11th  Sunday   BMFA 7th Area Competitions 

October 17th  Saturday   Croydon Coupe Day & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain 

October 24th  Saturday   Midland Gala, Barkston Heath Postponed 

 

November 22nd   Sunday   Midland Gala, Barkston Heath Cancelled 
 

 

 

 

 

Please check before travelling to any of these events. 

Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice! 

 

 

 

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website – 

www.SAM1066.org 

 

 

 

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites 

www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org 

 

 

 

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check the website 

www.SAM35.org 

  

http://www.sam1066.org/
http://www.freeflightuk.org/
http://www.bmfa.org/
http://www.sam35.org/
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Useful Websites 
 

 SAM 1066         -  www.sam1066.org  

 Flitehook, John Hook     –   www.flitehook.net 

 Mike Woodhouse      -  www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk 

 BMFA        -  www.bmfa.org 

BMFA Southern Area      -  www.southern.bmfa.uk 

 SAM 35        -  www.sam35.org 

 National Free Flight Society (USA)   -  www.freeflight.org 

 Ray Alban        -  www.vintagemodelairplane.com 

 Belair Kits       -  www.belairkits.com 

 Wessex Aeromodellers    -  www.wessexaml.co.uk 

 US SAM website      -  www.antiquemodeler.org 

 Peterborough MFC     -  www.peterboroughmfc.org  

 Outerzone -free plans    -  www.outerzone.co.uk  

 Vintage Radio Control     -  www.norcim-rc.club  

 Model Flying New Zealand    -  www.modelflyingnz.org 

Raynes Park MAC     -  www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz 

Sweden, Patrik Gertsson    -  www.modellvänner.se 

Magazine downloads     -  www.rclibrary.co.uk 

Aerofred Plans      -  www.aerofred.com  

control/left click to go to sites 
 

  

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary 

As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know 

about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.  

Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing 

from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?  

To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your 

new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well). 

  
 

P.S. 

I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least 

one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can 

be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested 

in your experiences even though you may think them insignificant. 

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight, 

please feel free to advise and/or chastise 
 

 

Your editor 

John Andrews 

 

Merry  

Christmas        

http://www.sam1066.org/
http://www.flitehook.net/
http://www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk/
http://www.bmfa.org/
http://www.southern.bmfa.uk/
http://www.sam35.org/
http://www.freeflight.org/
http://www.vintagemodelairplane.com/
http://www.belairkits.com/
http://www.wessexaml.co.uk/
http://www.antiquemodeler.org/
http://www.peterboroughmfc.org/
http://www.outerzone.co.uk/
http://www.norcim-rc.club/
http://www.modelflyingnz.org/
http://www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz/
http://www.modellvänner.se/
http://www.rclibrary.co.uk/
http://www.aerofred.com/
mailto:membership@sam1066.org

