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Editorial

Hi Folks, another year gone, not been one of the best flying wise but we should be getting used
to disappointment by now. Roll on 2024 and here is hoping for better flying weather.
We should be having an AGM of some sort soon so don’t forget we are in need of a new
secretary as, having emigrated to darkest North Wales, Roger is standing down after long and
sterling service as SAM1066 secretary. I offer a heartfelt vote of thanks for his efforts over
the years.
This Xmas issue is a bumper one, thanks to all the contributors and thanks also to those who
fed me copy throughout the year. Please do not rest on your laurels, get your thoughts together
for the 2024 New Clarion.

Right, enough waffle, what have we got in this issue:

 We kick off with Ray Elliott’s report on Coupe Europa which belies my opening remarks
having been an excellent day for flying.

 Pylonius is full of Christmas cheer and possibly bottled beer, as he kicks off his piece
with a poem. Then he has a pop at a recent aeronautical conference, a dig at the FAI
and finally thermal fishing.

 Peter Hall offers yet another of his couprofiles, this time Stuart Darmon is the victim.
 There follows the ETA29 engine test report and then more on Zeppelins.
 Ken Brown reports on the Totton indoor meeting, which now has the acronym Twiffs

assigned to its activities. It appears that the meetings are still well attended and looking
good for the future.

 The 1948 News Review reports on the Model Engineer Exhibition and reminds modellers
that the flying of engine powered models on Epson Downs is prohibited, as always noise
complaints is the problem.

 Editor modelling in Hong Kong, a piece of mine from Paper Back Clarion in 2001. It’s the
penultimate article in the Rugby Model Engineering Society, Aeronautical Section’ series
of mine.

 Heard at the Hangar Doors in 1957 talks of multi-engine C/L models at the Australian
Nationals, BBC interviews with aeromodellers and appeals to leave rules alone.

 Nick Peppiatt, for a change, reports on the OFMAC indoor meeting last October.
 I picked the Pilatus Porter for this issue’s full size aircraft. I’ve always liked the look

of it and I’m pretty sure the long nose would make it a good prospect for indoor models
to the various specs. One suggested form is included.

 Tony Shepherd reports on a Waltham Chase Indoor meeting, with himself in action and
our bits supplier John Hook also in attendance with rubber supplies.

 Roy Tiller takes time out from our old magazine reports and digs into the Eagle Annual.
 I report on a day out with the indoor fliers at Sneyd and Colin Shepherd follows up with

a pictorial report on Graham Smith’s Valkyre flown at the meeting.
 McGillicuddy returns, in December issue of Aeromodeller in 1947.
 Our secretary pens, what he fondly hopes is his swansong piece, assuming a replacement

for him is forthcoming.
 Our Chairman Tony Shepherd outlines the requirements for any volunteer for the post

which can be tailored to suit the applicants circumstances.
 We wrap up with the usual three plans and a crossword to addle your brains.

Editor
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Coupe Europa, CD’s Report - Ray Elliott

Coupe Europa 8th October Salisbury Plain

Unlike 2022, which was a near blowout, this year's event was blessed with benign weather and
although the wind picked up a little in the afternoon, conditions were never difficult. Control
was set up in the South West corner of the trimming field to make retrieving easier on the
relatively flat terrain compared to flying from the airstrip. This worked out OK as I believe
most, if not all, flights landed on this field. Having said that, tramping through the long grass
could be a bit of a trial.

The contest started promptly at 10am to the usual format with F1G in 5 rounds and Vintage 3
flights without rounds.. The max was set at 2 minutes. F1G had 9 flyers with Vintage having 3,
this has pretty well been the norm for this event since the loss of Middle Wallop. Many flyers
just don't like Salisbury Plain.

The first round in F1G saw 7 maxes with Richard Fryer unfortunately dropping 20 seconds. In
the second round there were 6 maxes and the third round 5. 4 competitors went on to complete
all 5 flights with Ivan Taylor and Chris Chapman maxing out. Alan Brocklehurst dropped 12
seconds and Richard Fryer the aforementioned 20. The fly-off resulted in a win for Ivan Taylor
with 136 seconds over Chris Chapman's score of 97 seconds.

Vintage was won by Gavin Manion, taking a break from F1G having already won the Southern
Coupe League without flying in Coupe Europa. He did 2 maxes and 1.40 for a score of 5.40 ahead
of Jim Paton with 5.11 and Richard Fryer at 5.02.

It was a good day out for the Birmingham club, winning both F1G and Vintage.

The Flitehook Trophy for F1G teams was won by Bristol and West
(messrs Chapman, Brocklehurst and Stagg).

Thanks to the London Area BMFA for their support in running this contest.

RESULTS

F1G
Place Entrant Time Fly-off

1st. Ivan Taylor 600 +136
2nd. Chris Chapman 600 +97
3rd. Alan Brocklehurst 588
4th. Richard Fryer 580
5th. Roy Vaughn 336
6th. Ben Hobbs 240
6th. Martin Stagg 240
8th. Wayne Butler 169
9th. Peter Hall 120

Vintage
Place Entrant Time Fly-off

1st. Gavin Manion 5.40
2nd. Jim Paton 5.11
3rd. Richard Fryer 5.02

Ray Elliott
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Extract from Model Aircraft December 1954

Pylonius
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Couprofile: Stuart Darmon - Peter Hall

Couprofile 16, Stuart Darmon

Tell us something of your free flight experience, particularly with coupes.

Appropriately, the first contest I ever entered was one of Ron Moulton's Coupe
Internationals at RAF Halton. I managed to come last in both 80 & 100g., impressive considering
both had a three- figure entry back then.  As an older teenager I became increasingly absorbed
by gliders, possibly because those were the dark days of grey FAI, when there was no point
flying a limited rubber class unless you had a fridge full of Pirelli squirreled away.
I returned to FF after a hiatus in the mid-eighties (remember Chinese rubber?) and not long
thereafter, Tan changed everything. I sketched out a small, simple F1G, which I think has given
me more fun for less effort than any other model I've flown. The prototype was lost winning
the Cleemac Knavesmere comp on its first outing; since then I think I've got through six
(possibly seven) of the things.

What is your approach to coupe design and flying - systems or lockdown, construction,
flight pattern etc. ?

For some reason I love F1A gliders (yes, even now!) so the last thing I need is a second
class with fiddly gadgets and composite airframes. My Coupes are therefore as simple as a
contest model can possibly be;  Tension stops, fuse DT (the latest ones have Peter Brown RDT)
parallel- chord wing and all-wood construction. Originally I was going for a sort of '1960's
Wake' vibe, hence the shoulder wing and  rolled balsa tail cone. Kris built one with a carbon
boom which is of course far more sensible. I use two-piece wings with a short 16 SWG joiner
in tubes epoxied to the I-beam, which flexes and protects the woodwork from gusts, as well
as making it a doddle to pull apart and retrieve on a bike when it's windy.
They're small (160 sq. in. wing) which means they can be built tough and down to weight. This-
coupled with rearward CG and low decalage- makes them very slippery and fast climbing but
means they don't have much of a glide. However, I can wind them up, hold them safely in a stiff
wind and chuck them, so there's nothing to go wrong bar my air picking. These models have all
flown right-left, but with R-R warps, by which I mean a little RH centre panel wash-in and L tip
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wash-out. I tried the same set-up on a classic Wakefield and as you'd imagine, the glide
occasionally winds in, but the lighter Coupes never seem to for some reason (hostage to
fortune...)
I use 12 strands of 1/8" for ease of handling and soap spirit/glycerine lube- I often fly glider
the same day so I can't afford silicone on my hands.

How do you pick the air?

I can't see a thermistor (or torque meter incidentally) so I just wait for a smooth bit.
Kris is very good at reading streamers so if she's around (and not flying against me) I ask her.
Breaking the boom on an F1A means a week of misery, but 'Lucky Pierre' is easy to field repair
and takes about four days to build, so I never get stressed flying in the wind, which is
psychologically useful.

What developments do you intend?

This is actually quite a difficult one. Part of the reason I've enjoyed F1G so much for
so long is that I've put so little mental effort into it, I always feel I do better than I deserve.
I don't even change motors until a strand goes.... Nevertheless, the shortcomings of my model
are very obvious. I think VIT alone would probably put a quarter of a minute on its performance,
as the wing can't be gliding anywhere near optimal CL/CD.
The tension stop is joyously hassle free, but calls for quite a fat motor tube to be so, and of
course prop diameter is limited by nose length. The thin wing airfoil and simple multi-spar
structure relies on a shrunken covering for torsional strength, so it can flutter when damp.
Carbon and Mylar are the only logical remedy.
In fact, I've been intending for some time to build a 'performance' Coupe, but although the
'mini F1B' route makes sense, I've a hankering to keep it simple, possibly a bigger wing, VIT
only, and a large diameter, fine pitch prop in the Matherat idiom.  One definite development
will be winding in a half- tube, already purchased, along with some Pisechio hooks, from Didier
Chevanard. In fact, I intend to do more serious work on F1G  in the coming seasons, but I do
worry about mucking it up by overthinking it- in the words of Oscar Wilde's Lady Bracknell,
"Ignorance is like a rare exotic fruit. Touch it and the bloom is gone"

Peter Hall
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Engine Analysis: ETA 29 - Aeromodeller December 1956

Aeromodeller December 1956
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Zeppelins: continued - Editor

Extracts from the book ‘The Zeppelin Story’ by John Christopher
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‘The Zeppelin Story’ by John Christopher
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Twiff’s Indoor Meeting - Ken Brown

Totton West Indoor Free Flyers
Meeting report, 18th October 2023

I am glad to report that the “Flitehook” series of indoor flying continues at West Totton
Centre. We had a good turnout, including the Chairman himself and John Hook, amongst many
other. Tony Shepherd had brought a number of ex-estates and turnout items to raise funds.
Who we were raising funds for is not yet clear!!
I took a few pictures including the first one to illustrate the suitability of the hall. It has a
dutch barn ceiling with very little in the way of obstructions. There is a little window sill high
up, and that has a good population of shuttlecocks but only one model was stuck this time.
Fishing pole to the rescue.

Ted Horsey in the distance launching in our rather wonderful hall.

John Hook & Phil Uden John brought some rubber
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Tony Shepherd about to enjoy a really good flight, Lee, visiting from Bromley
with virtually no trimming. Well, he is chairman. with some well detailed scale models.

Lee’s hanger Paul Lovejoy
with a model he says is now better suited to outdoors,

because it likes to go up – (and probably away)

Ted Horsey’s hanger. Chris Belcher with a foamy
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John Foster launching.

Dave Etherton’s hanger Dave Etherton with “Lil Sister”. Built from a plan
in the relaunched Aeromodeller a few years back.

Brian Stichbury with model.

Ken Brown
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News Review - Model Aircraft October 1948

Model Aircraft October 1948
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Clarion Past - John Andrews

Extract from old paperback Clarion August 2001
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John Andrews
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller March 1957
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Aeromodeller March 1957
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Indoors isn’t for Everyone - Nick Peppiatt

Indoor isn’t for everyone 71

OFMAC Indoor Meeting, Henley Leisure Centre, 5th October 2023

This was the second free-flight only meeting at this new venue, which was organised by Ian
Melville. Ian had previously run meetings at Berinsfield for many years, which, for some reason
I had never attended, but Henley is a dozen or so miles closer to my home.

The hall is of a typical four badminton court size, and thanks to the windows at the top has
good natural light. It is eminently suitable for flying smaller indoor models such as Peanuts,
Bostonians and similar sized models. Unfortunately, like many current indoor venues, it is too
small for flying the larger scale models safely.

As the Trinity Indoor Fliers have scheduled a Malmstrὂm Mêlée for their December event,
Ray’s designs were much in evidence, being trimmed out at this meeting.
The models included:
a pair of twins of 13” wingspan, Gerard Moore’s Avenger, published in the June 1943 edition of
AeroModeller,
and Chris Brainwood’s Miss Starstruck , from the IVCMAC book*.

The Miss Starstruck is proving very susceptible to changes in the paper trim tab settings!
However, Gerard and Chris indulged in some simultaneous launches, with both aircraft flying
well.

The four badminton court sized hall in Henley Leisure Centre
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Unfortunately, my camera is not fast enough to catch the models at launch.

Gerard Moore’s Ray Malmstrom’s Avenger twin. Ready to go with motors wound.

Other Ray Malmstrὂm designs present and flying at the meeting included:

Steve Haines’ The Wren, Space-Ace and Invicta Mkll, also from the IVCMAC book*

and Mick Langford’s Tom-Tit triplane, from the May 1943 edition of AeroModeller.

Chris Brainwood’s Miss Starstruck Simultaneous launch by Gerard and Chris.

Steve Haines’ The Wren, 12.5” span, and Space-Ace, 11” span. Both from IVCMAC book*
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Steve Haines’ Invicta Mkll, 12” span. Mick Langford’s Tom-Tit triplane, 10” span

A number of the plans for these Ray Malmstrὂm models have been published in the New Clarion:
Avenger, March 2015 and October 2018, Miss Starstruck May 2015, Space-Ace July 2017 and
The Wren September 2017.
The OFMAC meeting dates are published on the BMFA website and in the AeroModeller.
Finally for this month is a selection of photos of fine Peanut Scale models that I have seen at
recent indoor meetings.

Some Peanuts for your delectation.

Steve Haines’ Embraer Ipanema, Pete Brown’s Jodel D9 Bébé from the Micro-X kit.
built for the Walt Mooney cook-up.

Mike Stuart’s Heinkel He 45 Andy Blackburn’s Miles Sparrowhawk,
in Condor Legion markings G-AELT, also built for the Walt Mooney cook-up

IVCMAC book*:- Ray Malmstrὂm 60 Years of IVCMAC (The Impington Village College Model Aeroplane Club)

Nick Peppiatt
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The Pilatus PC-6 Porter - Wikipedia

The Pilatus PC-6 Porter is a single-engined STOL utility aircraft designed by
Pilatus Aircraft of Switzerland. First flown in 1959, the PC-6 was produced at
Pilatus Flugzeugwerke in Stans, Switzerland. It has been built in both piston
engine- and turboprop-powered versions, and was produced under licence
for a time by Fairchild Hiller in the United States. After 604 deliveries in 63
years, Pilatus ended production in 2022.
Development
On 4 May 1959, the first prototype, powered by a 254 kW (340 shp) piston
engine, made its maiden flight. In early May 1961, the first Turbo Porter,
powered by a Turbomeca Astazou II turboprop engine, performed its initial
flight. In comparison to its earlier piston engine-powered incarnation, the
Astazou II-equipped Turbo Porter had an increased gross capacity and top
speed, as well as benefitting from the engine's automatic handling functions.
These benefits came at the expense of the greater initial purchase cost and
higher fuel consumption. Both the piston and turbine-engine versions of the
PC-6 became quickly known for their Short Takeoff and Landing (STOL)
capabilities, requiring only a very short takeoff run before being ready for
rotation prior to taking off.
Its unit cost in 1962 was $55,000

The initial turbine-powered models of the PC-6 were equipped with the
Astazou II powerplant, however complaints on the reliability of this engine led
to another early turboprop powerplant becoming available for the PC-6. This
was the Garrett Air Research TPE 331. Some operators such as Air America chose to retrofit their Astazou II-powered
PC-6s with the TPE 331 engine. In May 1966, the first PC-6 to be equipped with the Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A engine
performed its maiden flight.
To offset rising labour and manufacturing costs in Switzerland, Pilatus distributed manufacturing work on the PC-6 to other
countries; in 1993, Czech Republic-based Letov Kbely began manufacturing activity upon the type. Its unit cost in 2010
was $1,900,000. In 2013, Pilatus formed a joint venture with Beijing Tian Xing Jian Yu Science Co., Ltd. to locally
manufacture the PC-6 and the newer Pilatus PC-12 in Chongqing, China; initially this facility performed subassembly work
on the fuselage, and later other elements such as the wings and moving surfaces, which were transported to Pilatus' final
assembly facility in Stans, Switzerland. Global production of the PC-6 will eventually be transferred to the Chongqing
facility. On 11 December 2014, the first Chinese-assembled PC-6 fuselage was completed. In 2014, the majority of PC-6s
delivered that year were to Chinese customers. By April 2016, around 20 PC-6s were in operation in the Chinese market;
the type has often been used to replace the Antonov An-2, being reportedly cheaper to operate.
The Porter was also manufactured under license by Fairchild Hiller in the United States. Roughly 100 of these licence-
produced aircraft would be completed, being mainly purchased by civil operators within the US. A number of Fairchild
Hiller-built PC-6s were also procured for military operations during the Vietnam War. It received the designation AU-23A
Peacemaker for service with the U.S. Air Force. The Peacemaker was fitted with a side-firing 20mm XM-197 Gatling
cannon, four wing pylons and a centre fuselage station for external ordnance. However, the AU-23A proved to be
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troublesome in service. All of them were returned to the continental U.S. and placed into storage after only a single year
of operation. In 1979, a pair of UV-20s were assigned to the aviation detachment of the Berlin Brigade in Germany due to
their suitability for operating within the heavily restricted airspace; they were fitted for carrying either cargo, up to eleven
passengers, or three litters with four medical attendants.

PC-6 cabin interior, circa 1960s Analog cockpit instrumentation of a PC-6, 2007
After nearly 600 deliveries in six decades including about 90 Fairchild-Hiller built and 425 PT6-powered, but only 52 in the
last ten years, Pilatus will close the orderbook from summer 2018 and will roll off the last one in early 2019 while parts
production will continue for at least 20 years. Due to pandemic delays, the last PC-6 Porter was instead delivered in
December 2022 after 604 produced in 63 years.
Design
The Pilatus PC-6 Porter is a Short Takeoff and Landing (STOL) utility aircraft. The majority of aircraft are powered by a
single Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A turboprop engine, which drives a fully reversible, constant-speed, three-bladed HC-
B3TN-3D (or an alternative four-bladed HC-D4N-3P unit) Hartzell aluminium propeller via a reduction gearbox. Pilatus
claims that it possesses unique STOL capabilities, capable of landing in places only otherwise accessible by rotorcraft. It
is fully capable of being operated from unprepared rough airstrips, in remote areas, hot climates and at high altitudes in
all-weather conditions. In particular, the undercarriage employed provides for high wing and propeller clearances, making
the PC-6 less susceptible to damage than conventional nosewheel-type undercarriages. For further landing versatility,
various types of landing gear may be optionally installed allowing it to operate from different types of terrain; options include
floats for water landings and skis for landing on snow.
Early models of the PC-6 were equipped with a full instrument panel as standard, and were reportedly easy for unfamiliar
pilots to intuit. Later-manufactured PC-6s are equipped with a Garmin G950 glass cockpit in place of analog
instrumentation; the majority of earlier-produced PC-6s can also be retrofitted with a glass cockpit. In addition to its flight
functionality, the G950 system acts as a remote maintenance unit and electronic flight bag all in one. Two large 10.4-inch
liquid-crystal displays (LCDs) are present, functioning as the Primary Flight Display for all key flight information and the
Multi-function Display for system/mission management respectively; fully independent secondary flight instrumentation is
also provided to provide backup altitude, attitude, and airspeed information in the event of complete electrical failure. The
cockpit has been designed for single pilot operations; additional flight controls for a co-pilot can be optionally fitted. Other
optional features include an autopilot (capable of operating within all phases of flight), traffic collision avoidance system
(TCAS), terrain awareness and warning system (TAWS), weather radar, satellite phone, LIDAR, forward-looking infrared
(FLIR) and lightning detector; in addition, onboard electrical and avionics equipment are readily modifiable to conform with
customer requirements.
The airframe is of a rugged and low-maintenance construction; featuring high levels of accessibility, interchangeability,
and favourable manning levels. The wings, fuselage, and empennage are manufactured using conventional semi-
monocoque construction techniques, the primary structure being composed of aluminium; the central structure retains
critical strength despite the cutout areas for the sliding doors of the main cabin. Corrosion resistance is achieved via a
combination of plating and a polyurethane-based enamel paint. The simple nature of the structure allows for ease of repair
in the field. Features such as low-pressure tyres, twin-caliper disc brakes, and a highly energy-absorbent undercarriage
enable the aircraft to be capable of operating from rough or otherwise challenging terrain.
For role flexibility, individual aircraft can be easily converted between various mission types, such as transport, paradrop,
aerial photography, surveillance, air medical services and search and rescue duties. A maximum of ten passengers, or a
2,200 lb payload, may be carried within the aircraft's main cabin area within the rear section of the fuselage; the standard
passenger seats are designed to allow for rapid removal and may be stowed within an optional separate externally-
accessed seat stowage compartment behind the main cabin. The main cabin area is furnished with soundproofing
measures, ventilation, and heating as standard. A maximum of three fuel tanks can also be carried in the main cabin,
accordingly reducing payload capacity, to increase the aircraft's flight endurance. In addition to the large sliding doors at
either side of the main cabin, separate hinged doors are present on either side of the cockpit; an optional pilot-controlled
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trapdoor, to accommodate supply drops or surveillance payloads, may also be installed in the center of the cabin floor
without any design changes required. Additional equipment include a firefighting system, aerial application system,
underwing tanks, sand filters, propeller de-icing system, mudguard, tailwheel debris guard, oxygen system, and additional
power distribution system.
Operational history
Slovenian Air Force Pilatus PC-6 STOL landing at the Murska Sobota
Airfield
The PC-6 is noted for its Short Takeoff and Landing (STOL) performance
on almost any type of terrain - it can take off within a distance of 640 feet
(195 m) and land within a distance of 427 feet (130 m) while carrying a
payload of 2,646 lbs (1,200 kg). Thanks to its STOL performance, the PC-
6 holds the world record for highest landing by a fixed-wing aircraft, at
18,865 feet (5,750 m), on the Dhaulagiri glacier in Nepal.
Due to the type's favourable STOL characteristics, described by the
magazine Flying as being "one of the most helicopter-like airplanes in terms of takeoff performance", Pilatus has
deliberately marketed the PC-6 towards helicopter operators at times, feeling the type to be complementary to their typical
mode of operation. According to Pilatus, the PC-6 can provide very similar surveillance capabilities to a rotorcraft at a
significantly lower cost to operate and procure.
During its early service, the PC-6 Porter was noted for its high level of comfort and usability against competing aircraft.
The type has also proven to have a long service life; by 1993, roughly 440 of the 500 PC-6 Turbo Porters completed by
that point were still in service.
During the 1960s and 1970s, the Central Intelligence Agency-controlled airline Air America operated up to 23 PC-6s at a
time. Many of these were operated in the South-East Asia region, including South Vietnam during the Vietnam War. The
type was used for various missions including paradropping supplies to troops, passenger transport, psychological warfare,
reconnaissance, prisoner conveyance, airborne radio relay, and other intelligence operations.
Since 1976, the Austrian Air Force has operated a fleet of 12 PC-6 Porters as the mainstay of their fixed-wing transport
fleet; the type has been used in various support roles, including transport, Search and Rescue, firefighting, observation,
target-towing and paradropping.
According to Flying magazine, 40 per cent of all PC-6s in Europe during the early 1990s were being used by skydivers.

Wickipedia
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Back to the Community Centre - Tony Shepherd

Early October saw my first indoor flying session of the winter months with the Waltham Chase
Aeromodellers free flight meeting at Wickham Community Centre in South East Hampshire.
There’s nothing complicated about these meetings and no suggestion of anything competitive,
it’s just a chance to get out your indoor models and have some fun flying them with a few
likeminded souls.
The usual Hanger Rats, Avionettes, Gyminnie Crickets and Butterflies made their appearances
but it was nice to see Ian Pearce’s Legal Eagle and Colin Hutchinson’s No-cal Buzzard Bombshell
flying sedately around the hall.  I find the No-cal class particularly interesting and am currently
building a Buggaboo to the class rules.  For those that aren’t aware, No-cal is for profile
fuselage models of 16” maximum wingspan (no-cal is short for no-calorie as they are super
thin!).  There’ll undoubtedly be more to it than that but if the photos below spark an interest
then Google will get you some info.
Until recently the plans for both the Bombshell and Buggaboo have been available on the Hip
Pocket Aeronautics website but sadly the administrator, Ratz, has passed away and this
resulted in the future of the site looking anything but rosy.  However I heard yesterday evening
that site is back up and running albeit with access limited to just general discussion but fingers
crossed that things will get back to how they were before long.
Look at the back of this edition of the New Clarion to find details of future meetings at
Wickham – it’s worth a visit.  In the meantime here are a few snaps of what was flying at the
October meeting.

Colin Hutchinson’s No-cal Buzzard Bombshell

The left hand shot shows the business side.  No-cals are usually flown to the left so you get to
see the pretty side when they’re in the air….

….but Colin likes to fly his to the right! Ian Pearce’s Legal Eagle.
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Ian flies the super light indoor type of model too and although his model above is simpler, it’s
still built to the same, high standard. And in flight

Legal Eagle aloft

Regular Wickham flyer, Bob Gibbs,
with a model which he’s had for many years

Just when we were finishing up, Waltham Chase’s
organiser, Alan Wallington, decided to get in a
quick flight.  Many thanks are due to Alan for
keeping these meetings going.

Tony Shepherd
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DBHLibrary (Magazines) - Roy Tiller

Report No.154 Eagle books.
The Eagle Annual was launched in 1952 as
a general interest book for boys, probably
aimed at the Christmas present market.
The first series ran to 1962, Issue No. 11,
all under the very well respected
editorship of Marcus Morris. An excellent
source of information on Eagle Annuals and
associated publications can be found on
line at “eagleannualsinfo” which is where I
found the list of contents of each issue.
There were typically about 50 articles in
each issue, listed under up to ten headings,
of which one was “Hobbies” which is where
I looked for clues indicating aeromodelling
content. I found just six entries in the
first series and none at all in the 1963-
1975 second series. The conclusion to this
is that we could not justify giving space in
the library to accommodate these rather
bulky Annuals but that digital copies of
either the complete books or just the
aeromodelling content would suffice.

Issue No. 1 included an article titled “A Jet Powered Dart” and in issue No.3 “How to Build
Model Planes” but do these refer to flying model aircraft? If you can answer that question
please do get in touch, your answer will enable me make an informed decision on whether to
include or exclude them from the “Scans of pages wanted” list.

The issue No. 4 article was titled “Making Model Gliders”, so definitely on the wanted list.

Next, issue No. 5, has an article titled “How to make the Lightning” which has two-pages of
instructions and a two page plan for Bill Dean’s “Swept-wing Rubber Powered Flying Model”.

Below is the page heading and part of the instructions.
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Ray Malmstrom wrote “A Guide to Aeromodelling” in issue No. 8 complete with a price guide
header, two pages of sketches and description of the various types of model aircraft and a
plan and instructions for building his “Skyrover” which could be built as a glider or a Jetex
powered model. Header and plan shown below. The plan is in Malmstrom’s quite distinct space
saving multi-layered style which allows room for “Flying Notes” for both versions.
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Eagle Annual No. 10 listed in the “Hobbies” content “A Jet Engine”, what joy, it must be a
homemade version of a Jetex unit; probably using Jetex fuel pellets. A quick turn to page 30
revealed something rather different, a candle powered steam jet engine.

Not all is lost, look at that “END VIEW”, replace the pulley with a propeller, perhaps reduce
the height of the cocoa tin somewhat, turn the view 90 deg. such that what is marked end view
becomes a side view and finally give the steam jet pipe a couple of bends to bring the jet of
steam to a suitable position to impinge on the vanes of the impeller. The result is a silent power
unit suitable for rotating the propeller of a static display model aircraft. I suggest that a twin
boom aircraft be chosen, with a suitable aperture arranged in the power pod such that when
the cork safety valve activates the model remains undamaged. Please attach a SAFETY
NOTICE warning observers not to stand to the rear of the model.

The library is currently in need of photocopies or scans of the pages of aeromodelling content
in Eagle Annuals numbers 1, 3 and 4.  We have for disposal: Eagle Annuals numbers 5, 8 and 10.
Please email me if you can help with page scans or have an interest in the Annuals for disposal.

That completes the look at the aeromodelling content of Eagle Annuals, unless you know of
something that I have missed.

Eagle produced many books other than the Annuals and next month will be a search for
aeromodelling content in the irregularly produced “Eagle Book of…………..” following that
hopefully a return to “Our earliest books”.

The full article and plan for the “Lightning”, “Skyrover” and “Jet Engine” available by email.

Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com

Roy Tiller
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Sneyd Indoors November - John Andrews

Saturday November 11th saw Rachel and I motoring up the M6 to Bloxwich and after depositing
Rachel at our daughters I carried on for a mile or so to the Sneyd Indoor Meeting, I signed in
as a spectator.

View across the hall from my vantage point against the opposite wall

Event organiser Peter Thompson sends one of his ‘Five Minuters’ on its way

Attendance at the events is strengthening and Peter has added an extra hour on his bookings
to give a four hour meeting, 12noon til 4.00pm.
I am not too sure how many fliers were performing but if you look at the heading picture there
are quite a few against that wall and a significant number were over my side of the hall against
the opposite wall and a few more on one end wall.

Mike Brown piles the turns onto his Half-Scale ‘Gipsy’ for a test flight before he tries a full turns take-off.

Peter Thompson’s models were performing as well as ever, I did not get any flight times as I
was too far away from him. If I was not mistaken the model he was flying was one of his own
designs and designated the ‘Five Minuter’ as the model was aimed at a five minute flight time
which he regularly achieved. More significantly however, this time was achieved by other
modellers with their versions of the model, which was the intention behind his design in the
first place.
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I saw only one scale model Previous meeting organiser Alan Price

Seated alongside myself was one Steve Watson

Steve says he is a newcomer to indoor
and from the look of his models he is
making very rapid progress, he can
bend balsa into semicircles which is
more than I can do. The smaller of the
two models he had with him was soon
flitting about up by the girders and
recorded a flight of 4 mins +.
Some beginner?
Given a few more meetings I can see
his flight times up in the six minute
region. Next target is the eight minute
flight, not too easy in a sports hall.

Steve’s neat table set-up with essential log book.
A winder counter is his next requirement,

followed by a torque meter.

All in all I had a nice afternoon out, renewing old acquaintances’ and wishing I was fit enough
to give it a whirl Myself. Maybe next time.

John Andrews
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Graham Smith’s ‘Valkyrie’ - Colin Shepherd

At the November Sneyd Indoor meeting there was an electric powered RC scale ‘Valkyrie’ built
and flown by one Graham Smith who specialises in these early aircraft. I took a few pictures,
not exactly crisp, particularly the airborne ones. I blame the camera.

The model flew really well under
complete control, taking off and
climbing away superbly.

Colin Shepherd
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The Return of McGillicuddy - Aeromodeller December 1942
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Aero-Modeller December 1942
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Secretary’s Notes for December 2023 - Roger Newman

For all those of us who delighted in vintage power models, here is the latest from Italy via
email.

“Dear friends,
Cesare De Robertis (former publisher of the MODELLISMO Italian magazine), now
discontinued, did it again.
He published a new book about OLD TIMERS - GAS POWERED MODELS from 1932 to 1950
which includes the plans that can be downloaded scale 1:1 from the following websites :

https://bit.ly/3QIPmhO https://outerzone.co.uk/

The book is edited in Italian (but an English version is coming soon) and can be purchased at
the following Amazon address:

https://arcus-www.amazon.it/Old-Timers-Motomodelli-Cesare-
Robertis/dp/B0CN58QMH6/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1700162001&refinements=p_27%3ACesare+de+

Robertis&s=books&sr=1-1

Happy reading and warm greetings to everyone. Paolo Rossi -- La Segreteria, Gruppo
Aeromodellistico Falchi Bergamo, www.gruppofalchi.com “

Outline description of the publication translated from Italian Amazon website:

In 1932, a young man from Philadelphia, Maxwell Bassett, showed up at a model aircraft
competition, until then the monopoly of elastic models, with an absolute novelty: a model with
an internal combustion engine. To say that Bassett was the first is not completely accurate
because others before him had tried, such as Samuel Pierpont Langley who flew his
"Aerodrome" along the course of the Potomac River in 1903, but these were isolated episodes,
with little resonance and no follow-up also as a consequence of the fact that they were often
large and complicated models, equipped with heavy, not very powerful and difficult to manage
engines. Bassett, on the other hand, built a simple model, of more than orthodox proportions,
and equipped it with the small and reliable motor built
by his friend Bill Brown, that 10 cc "Brown Jr." which
from 1933 onwards was produced in hundreds of
thousands of units, giving the "La" to many large and
small manufacturers all over the world who flooded the
market first with spark engines such as the Brown Jr.,
then of self-ignition engines (the so-called diesels) and
finally, from 1947 to the present day, of glow-plug
engines. Parallel to the engines, many model aircraft
were born that underwent an increasingly rapid evolution
and in many cases made history. This happened mainly in
the United States, but the lesson was soon learned in
Europe as well, especially in Great Britain and Italy. In
this new 290-page notebook you will find the stories of
the most important models, modellers and companies
that contributed to the evolution of motorized model
airplanes in the world from 1932 to 1950. As usual, most
of the drawings can be downloaded online in full size
from a dedicated folder or from the "Outerzone" website. Front Cover
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There is a plethora of files that can be downloaded,
pictures, plans etc all look to be in high definition.
Here is one of the pics – a Frog advert for a Frog 175
SI engine & a Frog 45 kit at the bargain price of,
£5-12-6 in old money.
What a nice if belated Christmas present! Italian
price on Amazon is 25 euro, no idea what an English
version would be?

Bad weather strikes again. From the BMFA website.
BUCKMINSTER GALA CANCELLED

Unfortunately, due to forecast 20-30 MPH)* wind on
Sunday Nov. 19th. (the second of the two potential
dates) the 2023 Buckminster FF Gala cannot be held
at the BMFA National Centre, and is
therefore CANCELLED.
Although this is disappointing, those who have flown
there will understand that the unique nature of this
venue and its surroundings means that it is suitable
for FF duration only in appropriate conditions.
Please pass on this information to anyone who may be
considering attending.

All rather sad in that adverse weather yet again disrupts our hobby. Maybe next year will see
some improvement.

The DBHL (Library)
As many members are aware, we have an excellent magazine & plan library. The latter is a
repository of digital (pdf) files, scanned at 1:1 (full size) images that can easily be printed to
full size at a local friendly print shop. The list of available plans is downloadable from our
website &  any scanned plan is available for free (currently from me). To preserve these images
a full set has previously been lodged with the BMFA , a further copy provided to Outerzone
who have incorporated the images into their own collection and website & more recently an
offer made to members that the full set can be copied onto a memory stick for anyone who
desires them. Several members have already taken up this offer & the offer remains open to
all. In essence the future of the scanned plan library is preserved.

The magazine library is somewhat different. It is an exceedingly comprehensive, very well
catalogued & documented collection of a wide variety of aeromodelling magazines BUT it is in
a physical form. The content is again downloadable from our website as an Excel spreadsheet.
Again as many of you will know, our Hon Librarian (Roy Tiller) has devoted many hours as a
labour of love in setting up, adding to & maintaining the library (fortunately) in a spare room in
his house. Additionally Roy offers a splendid service in doing searches & providing information
to any member who has a particular query. However, there will come a time when all of this will
come to an end. Hence, the membership has to consider at some point in the not too distant
future what will become of both the physical content & the service provided by Roy. I – for
one, would abhor having to do what I did with my collection of model magazines & books when
I recently moved – they ended up in the skip. So, contrary to the Plan Library, the Magazine
Library needs a long term plan for its future preservation. The obvious solution, in my humble
opinion, is to get it all digitised but the cost involved would be way beyond any funds that we
have. A question is however, is there any way in which we could seek co-operation through
volunteer efforts to achieve this – perhaps offering the magazines to be scanned & having
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rights to scanned data in return for copies of scanned images for our website, so members
could easily access whatever – maybe this is impractical? Another possibility is to maybe  seek
funding assistance to get the job done, perhaps through the BMFA – albeit they will have a
similar problem on a larger scale one day? Food for thought! Your Committee has had some
thoughts – see as follows:

“In addition to rcbookcase.com, there is also rclibrary.co.uk. The concern that I have with such
websites is their long term viability and maintenance. For instance, we have lost much of Small
Flying Arts, Colin Usher, who produced indexes for AeroModeller and Model Aircraft also had
a website with copies of magazines and Hip Pocket Aeronautics has a problem since the recent
sad death of the administrator, known as Ratz.
If we can ensure the long term availability of copies then I think it would certainly be
worthwhile getting so far uncopied magazines scanned.

Internet sites are not forever. They do make resources readily accessible though.
Where we can add to them, I think we should.

Physical libraries still have a place, as backups. I’m thinking of the 1066 and BMFA archives.

I know from past feelers with Outerzone that transport costs & storage weigh heavy, so
maybe that is where we could help with a contribution from our funds to any potential
candidates for scanning? A possible discussion & proposal point for the AGM - the long term
future of the SAM1066 physical library? Perhaps in parallel with putting out some feelers to
the guys who run RC Bookcase? ”

All valid & worthwhile points to consider by the Membership at the next AGM.

SAM1066 AGM 2023
Yet again AGM time is looming. Last year we held it via Zoom & the same process is planned for
this year. However a date hasn't yet been set & will be organised by our Chairman once a
resolution is reached on the Secretary's position. However the process starts. Not too much
changes on the agenda - see below:

Agenda
1. Welcome to members old and new for the season 2023/24
2. Apologies for absences
3. Chairman’s report
4. Secretary’s report
5. Membership secretary’s report
6. Treasurer’s report and accounts
7. Report on the David Baker Heritage Library
8. Election of Officers: Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Membership Secretary,

& Committee Members
9. Annual subscriptions for 2024
10. Any other business
• Members views on the future of SAM1066 & potential expenditure of funds
• Suggestions for 2024 competition program.

Any nominations for Committee positions and details of any other business to be discussed
should be received by the Chairman at least 14 days prior to the meeting. Current Committee
members are prepared to continue in post, with the exception of the Secretary, whose position
is now open.  Tony can be contacted on tonyshepherd50@hotmail.com



43

There are two points of reasonable significance to bring to the attention of the membership.

We need a new Secretary who can take a more active role in the Club. This year has seen
significant changes in both my life & my physical location, the latter resulting in me now being
unable to organise or run competitions on Area 8 of Salisbury Plain or to handle any of the
minor administrative tasks that arise from time to time. The organising & running of comps on
Area 8 is not necessarily a prime secretarial duty, as it can be (& has been) handled by members
in my absence this year, The overall task is not arduous – even the writing of monthly
secretary's notes for the NC. Hopefully someone will step up & make the task their own as it
is not a prerequisite, as noted above – for example – to sort out the admin aspects of any comps
that the Club may want to run, nor be relatively local to Area 8. In any event, I'm not about to
disappear & can always be reached via phone or email.

The second is for the consideration of all – basically this year we have consolidated our financial
position with further increases in funds during the year & minimal expenditure, as our Hon
Treasurer separately reports. Once again the burning question is – what do we now do with this
increase in funds? Expenditure should of course be to the benefit of the membership & in
promoting our much loved hobby. We need suggestions that can be raised & discussed at the
AGM under Item 10. If you have anything positive to offer but cannot participate in a Zoom
meeting, please contact Tony by email or by phone (07811 875207). Otherwise, join in the AGM
on Zoom.

End of:
To one and all of our Membership. This should be my final Secretary's notes – I make it about
132 efforts since July 2012, some bad, some indifferent & an occasional good one! Hopefully
they have helped to keep SAM 1066 going. It has been a privilege & a positive experience for
me, during which time I have met, been in contact with, talked with,  enjoyed the friendship of
many of the members & generally had a good time. I thank you all for your friendship, support
& co-operation over the past years.

On a quite separate note, a good but rather different way to sign off. It's a Stanier “Black
Five” pulling away from Chirk Station after taking on water, on a winter steam special from
Bristol to Chester.

Roger Newman
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New Secretary for SAM 1066 - Tony Shepherd

Those who took part in last year’s AGM and those that read the New Clarion will hopefully be
aware that due to a lot of life changes going on for Roger Newman, he is no longer able to
continue as our Secretary and a replacement is required.  Roger has held the position for many
years and will be sorely missed but I quite understand his wish to stand down and we therefore
need a replacement.

In his notes in both last month’s and this month’s editions he has outlined what the role has
required of him but for the new Secretary the work required can be tailored to the individual’s
personal circumstances.  For example, Roger would usually attend Salisbury Plain and act as
Contest Director for any contests that we run but it is not a pre-requisite of the Secretary’s
role that they do this and we are able to cover this task through other members.

Having someone to fill the role is a requirement of the Constitution of the SAM 1066.  Please
have a look at the Constitution – it is accessed from the menu on the left hand side of our home
page.  If you read through it you will see the duties and how few there actually are - the extras
which Roger has looked after are those he has adopted from choice.  And the good news is that
the only meetings we ever hold are our AGMs with any other arrangements and changes being
sorted out via ad hoc phone calls and email communications.

The AGM is usually held in December via Zoom but this year’s won’t be scheduled until we feel
reasonably confident that we have a replacement secretary lined up so with that in mind would
you please consider taking on the role and letting me know via email at:

chair@SAM1066.org
Many thanks Tony Shepherd

Plans for Month - Roger Newman

Glider: Empress - Contest Kit A2 successor to Inch Worm?
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Rubber: an anachronism – 1938 Push me Pull me design

Power: Windbag

Highly unorthodox. I recall one “flying” at MW many years ago but the glide pattern was
rather non-existent, more like a gentle sag to earth. Interesting all the same.

Roger Newman
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Xmas Crossword - Model Aircraft 1955
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Useful Websites

SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight Society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim-rc.club
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least

one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested

in your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


